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MINISTRY IN “SNDdeN RETIREMENT”
On the cusp of her 83rd year of
life, Sister Loreta writes: “I am
astonished, deeply grateful and
continually expectant. I savor the
Scripture proclaiming ‘See, I am
making something new … do you not
perceive it?’”

County. There she coordinated volunteer
tutors, taught English language classes and
tutored. Abruptly, after several years, the
Literacy Council closed. Eventually positions
opened in the Adult Education Department
of the Prince George’s Community College.

Today, Loreta is in her 6th year at the college.
Loreta’s earliest expectation was to
She says: “I love working with these very
be an SNDdeN, teaching in Catholic
motivated adults.” She teaches basic Reading
School and a member of a community
and Writing to a small class that includes
of Sisters for the rest of her life. In
both immigrant and native-born men and
her junior year at Little Flower high
women. “They want to learn to read and write.
school in Philadelphia she first met
And I am delighted to be part of that process,”
Sister
Loreta
Jordan
SNDdeN. In her senior year, she read
she exclaims.
(formerly
Sr.
Loretta
Mary)
pamphlets about Julie on the trolley
She also teaches the beginning level of
car, needing to replace a speaker at the
learning English. Of eight students, five
school’s Vocational Program. “ Julie captured me.”
different countries are represented. So they learn not just
For six decades Loreta has lived as a Sister of Notre Dame
the language for survival, but also to bond with persons
de Namur.
from other countries. She also tutors four students who

“Many changes unfurled through those years, all blessings
of our good God, leading, teaching, changing me.”
Loreta’s teaching journey took her from Ilchester, Md.,
to Washington, D.C., to North Carolina. And then a big
change! Loreta was among the first SNDdeN to respond
to the Pope’s call for missionaries to South America.
After some years in Brazil, Loreta returned to the
United States and found herself in ministry in many
states: Virginia, New York, Massachusetts, South
Carolina and Florida.

Loreta says: “As you read this, please send a prayer for each
and every one of them. They have tenuous lives, with hopes
and fears and with earnest love for their families. Their
poverty is only matched by the resilience and strength they
put forward every day.”

When Loreta returned from five years in Peru, she
re-entered the world of Adult Education, working at
a non-profit, the Literacy Council of Prince George’s

Each of the places she ministered, Loreta says, “mattered
the most.” Her best memory: “All of the above.”

And then another change in direction—south again, but
this time to Peru!

cannot come to class, due to the multiple jobs they are
juggling in their lives.

Loreta’s many ministry sites led her to a wide spectrum of
peoples: students, parishioners, campesinos, adult learners,
homeless persons, women’s groups, protest marchers,
recovering addicts, peace promoters, ecumenical colleagues
and her own Sisters.
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Dear Friends,
Blessings in abundance in this New Year! Are you already wondering about your good resolutions?
St. Julie says,
“Never be discouraged if your good resolutions don’t have all the good results you desire.”
(Letter #194)

We hope this issue of Endeavor fulfills one of our resolutions, that of providing information that is
interesting to you, and enables you to know that the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, to whom you
have been so generous, are resolved to remain faithful to their mission.
Three Sisters are featured who continue in ministry even after their 60th Jubilee (which means they
are all in their 80s!). As well, we reflect on the lives of four Sisters who have been embraced by the
arms of God.
In between we bring an update on the Women’s Empowerment Project in Africa, and news from
our Sisters at the border here in the United States. You will also meet two of our newest colleagues
in mission at Trinity School (Ilchester) and in the Tri-Province Development Office.
Some of you, no doubt, have special occasions coming up this year, as do we. The year 2020 will
mark the 15th anniversary of the murder of our Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, Dorothy Stang,
who was working for the rights of landless farmers. As in 2015, there will be special celebrations in
honor of Dorothy and her ministry in Brazil.
This year of 2020 will mark the conclusion of our yearlong celebration of the 1969 canonization of
St. Julie. Each month Sisters have offered a reflection on a different theme in Julie’s life and in our
times. You can see these at https://snddensjb50.org.
Nairobi, Kenya will be the sight of the congregational General Chapter which includes delegates
from every province of the congregation. Fall and winter months of 2019 found Sisters in each of
the Tri-Provinces meeting together to determine the “matters of greater importance” that they want
the General Chapter to address. Please keep us all in your prayers, especially in July 2020 when the
Chapter is in session.
We cannot end this missive without offering you our deepest gratitude for your continued support
and partnership with us in our life and mission. Know that we count on your prayers that we will be
faithful daughters of St. Julie.
In Notre Dame,

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor
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Open to Surprises!
“Who knows what
surprises lie ahead!”
Sister Mary Donohue, formerly known
as Sister Patrick Mary, wrote on the
occasion of her 50th Jubilee, “The
Sisters of Notre Dame have been
part of my life since first grade at St.
Catherine of Genoa School in Brooklyn,
N.Y. It was their witness and caring that
drew me to enter the community at
Ilchester, Md. on August 10, 1958.” After
the Juniorate and graduation from
Trinity College, Sister Mary taught first
grade and kindergarten in five different
states, including her home parish
in Brooklyn, for 19 years. She loved
teaching little children; still she felt God
calling her in a new direction.
While still fulfilling her full-time
teaching assignment, Mary began
to prepare for a health care ministry
by training as a Eucharistic Minister
and coordinating the Ministry of the
Sick in St. Catherine of Genoa parish.
This experience confirmed her desire
to become a chaplain. While enrolled
in a Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
program sponsored by Brooklyn
Catholic Charities, she worked as a
chaplain in a clinical placement at
SUNY-/Downstate University Hospital.

During the next 20 years she found joy
and fulfillment as an NACC Certified
Hospital Chaplain in Brooklyn and
Queens and as a CPE Supervisor
preparing others for ministry with
the sick. In 2002 the Chesapeake Unit
selected Sister Mary to be on the
province Administrative Team. This
entailed a major move from New York
to Maryland to a leadership ministry for
eight years.

Reflecting on her 60 years as a Sister
of Notre Dame in 2018, Mary wrote:
“With a heart full of gratitude I give
thanks for sixty years, for the gifts of
the present moment, and the assurance
that we walk on together with Julie and
Françoise and our Good God at our side,
After receiving certification as a
open to the surprises that lie ahead.”
“Chaplain-advanced” by the National
Surprises, indeed! Little did she think
Association of Catholic Chaplains
(NACC) she became a full-time Chaplain that her next journeys in ministry would
take her in several different directions.
at SUNY-Downstate University
For eight years now, Mary has been
Hospital, the first woman assigned as
a part-time Chaplain in an Assisted
a Catholic chaplain in a non-Catholic
hospital. While working at Downstate, Living facility where most residents
have dementia. Each week she leads a
Mary pursued a Master’s degree in
Prayer Service for the residents of all
Theology and began training as a CPE
faiths. One woman told her, “You are
supervisor. Her expertise in this area
the most wonderful Rabbi I have ever
was to serve her and her students
met” and her husband calls Mary, “Rabbi
well for many years … even into
“retirement.”
Sister Mary.” Sister Mary has also been a

Clinical Supervisor in a Spiritual Support
Training Program for clergy and laity
at a local hospital. In ten years she has
worked with over 100 people, and is so
grateful to be able to share the gifts for
ministry that have been given to her.
Being on the Board of Members of
Sisters Academy of Baltimore is an
honor Mary loves, especially since she
was involved in the decision to found
the school. This middle school for girls
from limited economic means opened in
2004 through the Sponsorship of four
Religious Communities, the Sisters of
Bon Secours, the Sisters of Mercy, the
School Sisters of Notre Dame, and the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. With
the dedication and support of these
Sisters and many people throughout
the region, these young women receive
a quality education that has enabled
every graduate to successfully complete
high school and continue into higher
education. Mary delights in her contact
with an educational institution!
And Sister Mary still says: “Who knows
what surprises lie ahead!”
Above, Sister Mary Donohue, SNDdeN,
second from right, with CPE students.
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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A Day in the Life of Another Diamond Jubilarian
Sister Catherine Charles Hendren, SNDdeN
On the occasion of her 50th Jubilee Sister Catherine Charles Hendren wrote: “‘How Good
is the Good God’ was a familiar saying during my childhood. My mother was taught by
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in Glasgow, Scotland. These Sisters taught me in St.
Catherine of Genoa, Brooklyn, N.Y. Because of their example, kindness and faith, I felt called to
Notre Dame after high school.” She entered at Ilchester, Md. on August 14, 1955.

Sister Catherine Charles
Hendren, SNDdeN

For 22 years Sister Catherine Charles taught in grammar schools in Ridgewood, N.Y., Drexel
Hill, Pa., Linthicum, Md, Baltimore, Md., and Queens Village, N.Y. The next 28 years found
her in Youth Ministry in the Wilmington, Delaware Diocese. She then became a theology
teacher to juniors and seniors for 13 years at St. Mark High School, Delaware. During six of
those years, Sister Catherine Charles served in a summer camp for 100 children suffering
from spina bifida and cerebral palsy. Her introduction to computers began in 1989 when
she worked at Cathedral Cemetery in Wilmington in a data entry position. She was there for
nine years.
Almost 20 years ago, in 2001, Sister Catherine Charles became Director of Religious Education
at what was then a new parish, St. Margaret of Scotland in Newark, Delaware. Beginning
with 100 students, the program soon grew, at one point serving 700 children from grades K
through 8th grade. In 2013 she was invited to be the Pastoral Associate there. The year 2013
was also the year she developed cancer. But this didn’t keep her down! Six years later she is
cancer free and says “The Good God has been good.” Life at St. Margaret’s is good—and very
busy, for she wears many hats! There is always something to do.
A typical week includes visiting parishioners in hospitals and people confined to home,
bringing communion and a friendly visit. She also ensures that persons coming home from the
hospital or rehab have the meals they need as they recuperate.
Sister Catherine coordinates the Confirmation program, this year with 79 students. She and
her team meet weekly with the students, and provide a retreat and a lock-in with them. As
liaison with the “Friends of St. Margaret,” Sister meets with parishioners who are 50+ who
enjoy conversation, speakers and games together.
There are always funerals and families to care for as they are grieving. This has prompted
her to begin a “Lazarus” group which will help plan luncheons and any needed arrangements
for funerals. Sister Catherine also accompanies the parishioners who volunteer at “Peoples
Plaza,” a St. Vincent DePaul outreach program. And, of course, she is very busy during special
liturgical seasons like Advent, Christmas with its Christmas Giving Tree, Lent with its many
spiritual activities, and Easter with all that is involved in celebrating the Triduum. There are
always many different unplanned circumstances that require her presence and assistance.
“The years here at St. Margaret of Scotland have given me much joy. The people have become
my family and are always willing to share. Many of the parishioners are my past students
from St. Mark High School. ‘God is good’ has been my motto in all that I do.”
When asked if she ever plans to retire, now that she is in her 80s, Sister Catherine Charles
says not a word about retiring: “With the help of God and Julie I hope to continue ministry
here at St. Margaret’s.”
How many more years will that be!
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Women’s Empowerment Project Continues in Africa
Sister Eucharia Madueke, SNDdeN and Father Aniedi
Okure, OP of the U.S. based Africa Faith and Justice
Network, are facilitating workshops across Africa to
address Human Trafficking, a major concern of the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur (see also, Winter Endeavor 2017
at snddentriprov.org).
Recently Sister Eucharia wrote: “How can we thank you
for your kind support of the Women’s Empowerment
Project, a wonderful project of empowering the Sisters
in Africa to speak out against unjust structures while
they provide service to the victims of unjust systems.”
She also sent us an article written by Sister Nekesa
Oguba, SNDdeN, who attended an empowerment
workshop in one of the areas of Uganda that is notorious
for trafficking their girls. What follows are excerpts from
that article.

Eucharia Madueke, SNDdeN
Prepare for a journey, to a faraway country where your
beloved daughter or niece is promised a good-paying job.
She is already aware of how much she would be earning. …
Before your niece sets out for the journey, she packs the
best of her belongings. A car is ready to take her to the
airport; the aeroplane is waiting for her. Both of you are
excited about a bright future ahead.

Trafficking in humans has become a very serious issue.
Joseph, the son of Jacob, experienced it. Saint Josephine
Bakhita survived it. Human Trafficking is real in our
contemporary world where Africa has been frequently
viewed as a cheap labour extraction continent. A few
greedy and selfish Africans continually facilitate Trafficking
in Humans.

After several hours, she arrives in an unknown country.
Unfamiliar people receive her; all speak in a strange language.
She enters a posh car, and the next stop is a hospital, and
she is examined, yet all along, she knew she was well. She
is led to a compound where a gate is closed behind her. Her
passport, other documents and properties including her
suitcase and phone are confiscated. She is chained in a small
room in a country she does not even know!

[After hearing many stories from trafficked women],
participants … felt they could no longer close their eyes but
rather wanted to be part of the solution to this inhuman
exploitation. They set out on a days’ journey to fight against
this scourge. Over forty-five religious men and women
visited eight government offices in Fort Portal District. They
talked to individuals responsible for security, immigration,
and labour. The aim was to get people who could listen
to them and get communities to rally around their cause
of stopping Human Trafficking. One Government Officer
termed religious men and women’s visit as “a baptism of
blessings” for he believes that when the Church speaks it is
taken seriously.

… Over fifty religious
men and women
from ten different
Congregations …
gathered in Virika
Hill, Fort Portal
Diocese in the
Eastern part of
Uganda and heard stories like this. With combined efforts,
the group’s aim was to sensitize people on Human Trafficking
in Uganda.

We Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur believe that Trafficking
in Humans is WRONG. Together we can make a difference.
Our call is to understand the faces of those victims in our
environment; this call is about a human being whose human
dignity is robbed.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Welcome to New Partners in Mission

Marguerite Conley

Ms. Marguerite Conley is well into the school
year as Trinity School (Ilchester) new principal.
Ms. Conley has a lifelong passion for Catholic
education and has spent her career nurturing
and strengthening academic environments
and faith communities. She understands the
importance of preserving the history of the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and Trinity’s
mission of academic excellence deeply rooted
in faith, clear vision and a determined purpose.
Sisters Regina Pellegrini & Rosemary Donohue
continue to serve on the Trinity School Board.
The Tri-Province Development Office is happy
to welcome Pat Artimovich to the Tri-Province
Development Team as Grants Writer. Pat
is an Associate of the SNDdeN, and so has
knowledge of and experience with us. Pat also
has extensive experience and knowledge about
all that is involved in the process of identifying
appropriate foundations and writing grants.
Welcome, Pat!

CATHOLIC
SISTERS
WEEK

March 8–14, 2020
Is there a Sister who
has remained in your
memory? Consider
sending her a note and
reminding her of her
role in your life.

NEW ADDRESS
Sister Elaine Bain, SNDdeN
52 S. Elm Street
Windsor Locks, CT 06096

Pat Artimovich

And Congratulations to a Long-Time Partner
Trinity Washington University President Patricia McGuire
Honored by Women’s Foundation
More than 1,000 people gathered for the Washington Area
Women’s Foundation annual luncheon as Trinity President Pat
McGuire received the Foundation’s Visionary Award for opening
doors for thousands of women and girls in the Washington region,
as president of Trinity Washington University for more than 30
years, and as an advocate on numerous boards of nonprofit and
educational organizations and foundations.

Patricia McGuire
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President McGuire, who has always been inspired by Eleanor
Roosevelt’s quote, “You must do the thing you think you cannot
do,” became president of Trinity in 1989 and transformed the
campus, opening doors to women of all ages who dreamed of
college, but found too many doors closed to them.

Fall and Christmas Events

Above, from left: Sr. Seton Cunneen,
SU student, Sr. Benedicta Chang

Claire Moore, alumna and 35-year veteran of service at
Stevenson University with President Hirshman

Founders Day

Top right: Sr. Mary Ann Cook with
staff member from SU
Bottom right: Sr. Ann Gormly and a
student from SU

October 26, 2019, found Stevenson University President Elliot Hirshman, faculty, staff, and alumnae celebrating
Founders Day with Mass and a reception, hosted by the University, at Villa Julie Residence. Sisters enjoyed visiting
with new and familiar people, as did the guests. Enjoy the photos!

Christmas Celebration
Sisters and staff celebrated together around a meal and around the Christmas Tree!

Above, the parlor is decorated for the holidays;
Top center: Sisters Joanne Schneberger and Agnes McBryan
Top right: Sister Mary Renz
Bottom right: Celebrating together at the Christmas luncheon

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Living in God s’ all-encompassing love

Sister Rose Lafferty, SNDdeN
(formerly Sister Mary Dennis)

April 26, 1930 – October 14, 2019

Warm, gentle, generous, joyful, organized, uncomplaining— For the next 16 years she taught at Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal, St. Catherine of Genoa and S.S. Joachim
these words surfaced over and over again as the SNDdeN
and Anne Schools in New York; Our Lady of Perpetual Help
community, the Lafferty family, and many former
and Trinity Schools at Ilchester; and Holy Trinity School,
colleagues and students celebrated the life of Sister
Glen Burnie, Md.
Rose Lafferty.
Sister Rose was born and raised in Philadelphia, nurtured by
her parents and her brother and sisters. She attended West
Catholic High School where SNDdeN were among the
many communities serving on the faculty. She recalled what
attracted her to the community in a recent autobiographical
sketch.
SNDdeN homeroom teachers generated enthusiasm for
competitive projects—money for the poor, the missions and
other fundraisers. Their classes always came out on top. The
SNDdeNs would hang out with us after class or after school,
especially Sister Marie Charles and Sister Mary Augusta. My
sister, Catherine, had already entered in 1943.
Following graduation in 1948, Rose entered the community.
She began her teaching ministry in 1951, at St. Catherine
of Genoa School in Brooklyn, N.Y., followed by St. Martin
School Washington, D.C. In 1957 she was named the first
principal of Our Lady of Victory School in Baltimore, Md.
She was also the 4th grade teacher!
8
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Following study at St. Mary Seminary and University in
Baltimore, Rose became the Director of Religious Education
at Our Lady of Victory Parish, where she served for 19 years.
Within a week of her farewell celebration at OLV, Rose was
asked by the Chesapeake Province Administrative Team
to join their staff as Finance Office Associate. She served
joyfully, competently and efficiently in this capacity for 13
years. Then in her “retirement,” Rose went on to volunteer at
the Suburban Pastoral Counseling Center.
When illness required a real retirement, Rose was happy to
continue contributing to the community life she had enjoyed
for so many years with Sisters Joyce McCauley and Louann
Sciubba. They, in turn, as her illness progressed, lovingly cared
for Rose in all her needs.
In early October, Rose’s condition worsened and she required
hospitalization. Twelve days later she died in hospice care.
We thank our Good God for Rose’s life and witness to
goodness!
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Sister Anne Therese Walsh, SNDdeN
January 18, 1926 – October 27, 2019

Sisters and friends who knew Anne Therese best remember
her with words like these: friendship, singing, dancing,
storytelling, fun. The source of her joyous energy? That heart
of hers—a heart that “knew how to believe and how to love.”
In 2018, as she looked back over seven-plus decades of Notre
Dame life, she wrote:
Seventy-five years … experiencing so many opportunities
to pray, to serve, to love, and to be for others, hopefully
bringing God’s love for them to them. …
How grateful I am to God, my family, my Band,
and to all other SNDdeN and friends who in some way
contributed in shaping my life. …
Now is the time for me to say “YES”to all God
holds for me in the future and to say once again,
“Thank you, Saint Julie, for allowing me to be
one of your daughters.”
As a sophomore, Anne Therese “knew” she wanted to be a
Sister. “By Christmas of senior year, I knew that I would live
out that life with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.” From
her parents she received only “love, support and generosity.”
From the day she entered her new, Notre Dame family in
1943, Anne Therese was blessed with “strong friendships that
became more and more cemented through the years.”
Her more than 40 years of parochial-school teaching began
at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal School in Ridgewood

(N.Y.). She then nimbly hopscotched through a wide range
of grade levels and schools up and down I-95. She taught in
Philadelphia; Brooklyn, N.Y.; Baltimore; Hyattsville, Md.;
Washington, D.C.;. and at St. Albert the Great in Huntington
Valley, Pa. Whatever the grade or the place, this versatile
teacher loved, formed and delighted her young charges.
Anne’s joie de vivre energized her Sisters in community, too.
SNDdeNs who lived with her remember her as “the life of the
party.” And it was an exceptionally vital Anne Therese who
retired to Villa Julie in 2004. Seemingly hale and hearty as
she celebrated her 90th birthday in 2016 and her 75th jubilee
two years later, she was taken for granted to be a permanent,
joyous presence.
The evening before she died, Anne Therese received the
Sacrament of the Sick and anointing. She asked to hear the
gospel account of Jesus cooking breakfast for the disciples
on the shore after his resurrection. Especially, she said, the
way Jesus accepted Peter was a beautiful expression of God’s
forgiveness for all of us.
On Sunday morning, October 27, Jesus gave her the same
gift he had given Peter: “Anne Therese, do you love me? …
Follow me!” Surely, she is safely anchored forever!
Taken from reflections by Sr. Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Living in God s’ all-encompassing love

Sister Margaret Goode, SNDdeN
(formerly Sister Ann Marcia)

March 8, 1942 – November 26, 2019

Sister Margaret Goode, “Sissy” to her five brothers, was
born in Atlanta, Georgia. She first met the Sisters of Notre
Dame at St. Pius X High School in Atlanta, and entered at
Ilchester, Md. In August 1961.

After earning a B.A. in chemistry at Trinity College, Margaret
taught at Archbishop Ryan and St. Maria Goretti High
Schools in Philadelphia, and at St. Pius X High School
in Atlanta. A natural athlete, she also coached the girls’
basketball team and was a tennis player and a swim instructor.
During the summers, she earned a master’s degree in
chemistry on a National Science Foundation grant.

After a year of prayer and discernment, Margaret volunteered
to teach in Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo)
mission. She was sent 1978 to the Lycee Kumeeso, a teacher
training school in Pelende, Zaire. There she taught all the gym
classes as well as chemistry. In order to learn more French,
Margaret also became a student with the fourth-year girls in
French class!
Teaching at the mission school was a challenge, but Margaret
took it all in stride with good humor and a lot of energy. She
once wrote: “I had great fun getting involved in all kinds
of sports and introduced intramural sports competitions in
basketball, volleyball, softball and swimming in the River Zizi
with the seniors.”
In 1985, after serving a stint as principal, Margaret became
director for the boarding school, where 160 boarders needed
10
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three meals a day. She was also responsible for upkeep of the
property and so had to learn the basics of electricity, water
maintenance, and erosion control.

During the 1990s, the war in Rwanda brought refugees
streaming into the Congo and then civil war broke out in
Congo itself. “From then on,” she recalled, “the instability of
war became a daily part of our lives.”

In 2005, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur initiated a
Solar Energy Program in Africa, known as the PhotoVoltaic
Project. By harnessing the power of the sun, it became
possible for the African missions to have electricity, clean
water and viable means for communication. When the project
reached Congo in 2008, Margaret was very involved in
helping to maintain the system and teaching others as well.

Margaret returned to the States in 2017 for medical care
and settled at St. Julie Residential Care Center in Ipswich,
Mass. As her health declined she moved to the Notre Dame
Long Term Care Center in Worcester, Mass. where she died
peacefully in her sleep.
For 40 years Margaret devoted herself to the education of
the young Congolese women at Lycee Kumeeso in Pelende,
Congo. She did it with a generosity of spirit, a joyful
acceptance of a way of life to which she adapted rather
easily, and with an openness that enabled her to learn much
from the people with whom she shared her life. She will be
sorely missed.

Sister Patricia Schwartz, SNDdeN
(formerly Sister Margaret Charles)

February 5, 1935 – December 17, 2019

Laughter, fun, enjoyment, delight—these are the first
words one thinks about when reflecting on the life of Sister
Patricia Schwartz. Whenever Pat was in the room, you could
be sure that a hilarious true story would be recounted, or a
dance might ensue. But that is not the whole story!

While religious life appealed to her from early years, she
KNEW she would be an Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister
whom she had in school. Then, working with the Bon
Secours Sisters she KNEW she would be one of them ...
she didn’t think she was good enough to be a teacher. And
then she met the SNDdeN at Notre Dame High School in
Moylan, Pa. She entered at Ilchester, Md. after graduation
in 1952.

Pat began her ministry as an elementary school teacher in
1955, with missions to parish schools in Great Mills and
Baltimore, Md., and to Ridgewood and Queens Village
in N.Y. In 1968 she became the principal at St. Camillus
School in Silver Spring, Md., and then at St. Catherine of
Genoa in Brooklyn, N.Y. In 1975 she was assigned again as
principal of St. Camillus and there she successfully guided
the faculty through the accreditation process by the Middle
States Association during the 1984–85 school year.
Mrs. Schwartz, in need of daily accompaniment, was now
living at St. Camillus. Knowing how difficult the cold
weather was for her, Sister Pat explored possibilities for
ministry in a warmer clime. A variety of circumstances led

to frequent phone calls from a priest in Miami who had
previously served at St. Camillus, asking Sr. Pat and Sr. Mary
Pat Hale to consider serving at the parish school, St. Hugh.
With the blessing of the SNDdeN community, they moved
to Miami.

Sister Pat’s first assignment at St. Hugh was to teach
music—not the opera the previous music teacher had offered!
Borrowing on all she had learned from Sr. Barbara Harkins,
former Music Supervisor for SNDdeN schools, Pat provided
a music program which the children loved because “they
had fun.” During her many years at St. Hugh, Sister Pat also
served as a Reading teacher, an unnamed assistant principal,
faculty leader for accreditation preparation, librarian,
coordinator of outreach programs and Religion teacher.

With Sister Mary Pat, Sister Patricia was a vital part of the
neighborhood in which they lived. Well known as women
generous with their talents, as well as with their fun-loving
nature, their departure from Miami in 2016 was mourned by
their many friends.

Feeling the effects of their years, the Sisters returned to
their native Philadelphia for an assisted living facility in
Philadelphia and in 2018 joined numerous other SNDdeN—
many from the East Coast—at Mt. Notre Dame Health
Care Center in Cincinnati. It was there that Sister Pat went
peacefully to our Good God. We have no doubt that there
she continues to dance and tell great stories!
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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“Never be discouraged
if your good resolutions
don’t have all the
good results you desire.”
– St. Julie Billiart

Golden anniversary of St. Julie’s
Canonization Celebrated in Namur
On October 12, 2019, more than 300 people attended the Celebration of
the 50th anniversary of the canonization of Julie Billiart in NAMUR.
Msgr. Warin Bishop of Namur presided over the celebration in a
magnificently decorated cathedral with many sunflowers! The
Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur, as well as our cousins the SND
of Amersfort and the SND of Coesfeld, the family of Julie and
Françoise, friends, lay collaborators, directors, teachers and
students of Notre Dame schools celebrated Saint Julie. During this
celebration great importance was given to the main mission of the
Sisters: the testimony of the goodness of God through education.
After the celebration all were welcomed to the convent for a drink
of friendship and to see the exhibition on the 50th anniversary of the
canonization of Julie in the Heritage Centre.
– Excerpted from report of Marie Feltin, General Archivist

