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Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

IDear Friends,
In these unusual and somewhat stressful times, it is wonderful to have something to celebrate. This year 
we rejoice with 14 Sisters who are celebrating Jubilees from 80 years to 40 years! You won’t be surprised 
to hear that the celebration planned for September has been canceled. The Jubilarians themselves were 
reluctant to bring Sisters, family and friends—many of whom are in their “senior” years—into a large 
group gathering.
This, of course, means that we will all have to be creative in finding other ways to honor these dedicated 
women. Especially if you know any of the Jubilarians, let them hear from you. All their addresses are 
included in this issue and they love to hear from friends and loved ones, as well as from former students 
and colleagues.
For all of them, as for all of us, these have been very challenging times. Some Sisters have been confined 
to their rooms to keep all those in a care facility safe, without visitors, and with restricted activities. One 
Sister has survived a serious case of COVID-19. Others have been working at home, and still others 
are coping with serious illness unrelated to the pandemic. And one Jubilarian finds herself in another 
country with no way to get back to the States. 
Still, each one, to the extent that she is able, continues to dedicate herself to the mission of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur either by prayer, active service or volunteer work. Together, they represent 900 
years of proclaiming by who and how they are that “Good is good”… all the time!
In this issue we also fondly remember Sisters Mary Reilly and Patricia Tryon who have completed their 
time in this life.
With the Jubilarians, all the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are so grateful for the continued and 
generous support of you our families, friends, former SNDdeN, alums, colleagues and other supporters 
of our life and ministry. Your ongoing collaboration with us in these challenging times is yet another sign 
to us of God’s goodness.
May you know all the blessings of health, safety and whatever you need in the months ahead! Know that 
you are remembered daily in our prayers.

In Notre Dame,

NEW ADDRESSES
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
 Monica Belber
 Edithann Kane
 Catherine Shanahan
Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153
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There are no extra pieces in the universe.  
Everyone is here because he or she has a place to fill,  
and every piece must fit itself into the big jigsaw puzzle.

 ~ Deepak Chopra
For a long time, I did jigsaw puzzles. I almost always worked on one at night, finding it a 
quiet challenge to find the piece or pieces that fit. Today as I sit in my chair at Notre Dame 
Long Term Care, I think of the last five years since I celebrated my 75th Jubilee!
I hear even less from without. I see even more from within. I am less concerned about what 
others think of me. 
My spirit is freer and I am forever grateful. I echo the words that Henry David Thoreau (one 
of my favorite New England poets) wrote in 1856, “I am grateful for what I am and have.  
My thanksgiving is perpetual.” In 2020, as I celebrate my 80th Jubilee, I share his sentiments. 
In fact, I believe I have been gifted with length of years, not to solve, but to continue to probe 
life’s glorious big jigsaw puzzle.
Today, I immerse myself in the gift of life; being present in the moment and working on letting-
go and letting God. And I’m able to help the people around me feel good about themselves. 
I let myself be nourished by the works of art that surround me. Most are masterpieces of our 
own Sisters. I let them touch and nourish me. My soul, taste and savor the goodness of the 
Lord ... daily! 
ALLELUIA!

Sister Cornelia Curran 
currently resides at:

Notre Dame Long Term Care
559 Plantation Street Rm 403B
Worcester, MA 01605-2350

Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN formerly Sister Paulina
Entered Religious Life August 4, 1940 – Waltham, Massachusetts  80 years

In 2015 Ann wrote: “I knew by age 9 that I wanted to be a ‘nun’ but with some early wisdom I 
never mentioned the idea to anyone. Then, at 17, I had no idea why I chose to go to Trinity College 
in Washington, D.C. In April of my senior year, however, it came to me in the Trinity Chapel, with 
mysterious clarity, that I was to enter … the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.”
Sister Ann has shared her many gifts through the multiple roles she has played in these 75 
years. She has provided tri-lingual (English, French, Spanish) artistry in the classroom and in 
her work among missionaries; and she never let us forget the critical importance of learning a 
second language.
In her twenty years at Trinity College and particularly in the years as Dean of Students, Ann 
created a student-centered administration, marching with the students in the anti-Vietnam war 
protests, supporting the students’ creating a bail fund and persistently encouraging student self-
confidence and leadership.
Ann’s international perspective, begun at Trinity when she led student service trips to Honduras 
and Guatemala, deepened even more after she left Trinity and became Associate Director of the 
US Catholic Mission Association. In this capacity, trips to the global South introduced her to 
missionaries in some 80 countries on five continents. “The best was getting to all the countries 
where SNDdeN missionaries were serving,” she said. 
After her so-called “retirement” years, Ann shared her time and talents with men and women 
from other countries who wanted to learn the English language. At the same time, she was 
actively engaged in helping to develop the SND Base Communities unit of the Congregation. 
In 2019, Sr. Ann moved to Villa Julie Retirement Residence where she still says: “I have been 
very healthy and happy and I often catch myself singing silently in my head our old “Institute 
Song:” “By far, by far, I’d rather be an SND.”

Sister Ann Gormly 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Francis
Entered Religious Life August 12,  1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years
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John and Mary Louise Hale raised seven children; they sent two of their teenage sons to war 
in 1942 and, in 1945, their twin daughters entered religious life—Mary to the IHMs and Pat 
to the SNDdeN.
My first mission was to Notre Dame Academy in Philadelphia (the Square), a most enriching 
and spirited experience living with 50 Sisters—ages ranging from 25 through 98. I learned what 
segregation was in South Carolina when we would teach the white children during the day 
and after school go to the mission and teach the little Black children. I didn’t last long because 
I brought my Black and white kids together for a baseball game on a public field. It seems that 
I had the whole town of Florence on a powder keg! So it was on to Queens where after school 
I had the high school “CCD” students…a well-known “gang” in the neighborhood,—the “Lil’ 
Imperials”—a great experience.
Then, I was assigned to St. Martin School in Washington, D.C. as Principal, followed by a stint at 
St. Camillus School in Silver Spring, Md. After six years, St. Hugh School in Miami, Fla. called 
and I was there for almost 30 years. In 2001 I retired from school, became substitute teacher and 
still had time to spend with my “old folks friends.”
Now, in my final years of retirement, I chose to come to Mount Notre Dame Health Center—a 

reward for all of us who gave all we had and willingly worked to make Julie’s message, “Our good God is so very good,” become 
an integral part of the life of every student we ever taught. Over my 75 years it has been a great and privileged run to have traveled 
with a wonderful group of Notre Dame de Namur Sisters, especially my “Band,” those celebrating in heaven and the Sisters who 
walk with me at the Jubilee celebration. I hope and pray that I “did Julie proud.” God is so good!

Sister Mary Patricia Hale  
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Mary Patricia Hale, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patricia Marie
Entered Religious Life August 12,  1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years

Sister Louise Mayock 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Seventy-five years as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur marks a most joyous milestone for 
Sister Louise. She had remarked on her Diamond Jubilee that “her years in Notre Dame have 
been involved and extraordinarily happy.” Add another 15 years to those 60 years and Sister 
Louise is all smiles and full of pride.
Most of her years have been spent in teaching. She began with elementary education and then 
onto high schools as a Math teacher. Her goal, her dream during all these years of teaching were 
years of inquiry, searching for a way “to free our children to learn.” 
In her later years after additional study, Sr. Louise taught primarily at the graduate level. She 
concluded her classroom teaching activities after 19 years as a full-time faculty member at 
Chestnut Hill College in Pennsylvania. 
Sr. Louise first met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur when she was enrolled as a sophomore in 
West Catholic Girls’ High School in Philadelphia. These Sisters were among the seven religious 
communities teaching there. As time passed she knew that the SNDdeN were different. Their 
charism took them to mission lands, as well as to United States schools, carrying the message 
of their foundress, St. Julie Billiart, that God is Good. Their joy, their concern for one another, 
and their strong contemplative spirit beckoned Sr. Louise to join them. 
Sister Louise now happily resides at Mt. Notre Dame Health Center in Cincinnati, Ohio 
where she is lovingly cared for as she continues to witness daily that indeed God is Good.

Sister Louise Mayock, SNDdeN formerly Sister Maria
Entered Religious Life August 12,  1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years
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Sister Natalie Scibilia has always rejoiced and been very proud that she is from Sicily.  Yet 
she is well aware of God’s mysterious ways and His plan for each of us. She marvels that her 
family came to the U.S. in September 1929—one month before the Great Depression! She is 
grateful for the deep faith, courage and fearlessness of her parents to cross the Atlantic to bring 
them into a new land where many good people came into their lives.
Sister Natalie was fortunate to attend 12 years of Catholic school. It was during her high school 
years at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. that she first began thinking about joining a 
religious community. Her high school teachers—Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur—were an 
inspiration to her. Their life of prayer, mutual care and support for each other spoke to her as 
did their respect and impartial dealings with each student they encountered. Following her 
Novitiate training and educational learnings she spent the next 45 years teaching kindergarten 
to grade 6 from New York to Georgia.
After her years teaching, Sister Natalie began several years of working for her community 
primarily as a secretary. Her service in the Medical Records Office and the Accounting Office 
at Villa Julie in Stevenson are remembered with much appreciation even until today.
Her years in Maryland gave Sister Natalie great enjoyment as she watched the Baltimore 
Ravens play football. Another treat for her is car racing. 
Sister Natalie’s 75th Jubilee gives her much happiness as she rejoices in the life that has been 
hers as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. She exclaims with St. Julie, “How Good is the  
Good God!”

Sister Natalie Scibilia 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Natalie Scibilia, SNDdeN formerly Sister Anne Christine
Entered Religious Life August 12,  1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years

It is August of my 70th year in Notre Dame. I have been gently, 
wondrously thinking about a lot of those threads in my life—the 
threads before and since Aug. 6, 1950. I think of memories of 
12 years of my youth in Wernersville, Pa. that included Saturday 
catechesis and reception of the Sacraments at St. Isaac Jogues 
Jesuit Novitiate. My siblings and I nicknamed our Novice 
teachers “Baby-teeth” and “Cookie” etc.! Then we lived for six 
years in Philadelphia before I entered the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur. I still marvel at the education I received at West 

Philadelphia Catholic Girls High School where I met the impressive SNDdeN.
Ministries I have served still inform my very being. Did I ever dream they would include Scotland, 
Nigeria, Mexico and the Title I Program in Baltimore City (Parochial and Public Schools)? 
Currently, life-giving service includes volunteer pastoral ministry with my beloved St. Thomas 
More Parish and Notre Dame Associates.
Messengers I feel so grateful for have led me on my journey. This thread I like to think of 
as the Holy Spirit in my life. I could name so many messengers beginning with my family, 
friends, teachers, mentors and caregivers … especially my Sisters of Notre Dame who have loved, 
nourished and counseled me. And put up with my many stories!

My brother John (RIP) and I often talked about the sacredness of each person’s story. We would recite the verse of the hymn 
“Precious Assurance”: “This is my story, this is my song …” My parish began to sing it too! I sang it with the nursing home 
residents where I minister for the parish! My story is full of grateful memories, incredible ministries and God-sent messengers. 
There is not as yet a closing. As I write I am mindful of those who entered with me 70 years ago. Some are in the Cloud of 
Witnesses; some still carrying out the mission of Jesus along with us SNDdeN. God bless us all! 

Sister Kathleen Haughey 
currently resides at:

305 Cable Street
Baltimore, MD 21210

Sister Kathleen Haughey, SNDdeN formerly Sister Eleanor Patricia
Entered Religious Life August 6, 1950 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

The Thread
Something is very gently,
Invisibly, silently,
pulling at me–a thread …
a stirring of wonder makes me
catch my breath when I feel
the tug of it …

Denise Levertov
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A native New Yorker, Sister Margaret first met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  
at Ss. Joachim and Anne School in Queens Village, N.Y. where she was a student for  
eight years.
In first grade, Sister Magdalena Marie, SNDdeN, made such a wonderful impression on  
her that she told her parents that she wanted to be an SNDdeN when she grew up!  
Experiences with other SNDdeN teachers only reinforced that desire to follow in the spirit 
of St. Julie Billiart. 
As an SNDdeN Margaret served in St. Catherine of Genoa School, Brooklyn, N.Y.;  
Norfolk Catholic High School in Norfolk, Va.; Archbishop Ryan Girls’ High School in 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and finally, at St. Francis Prep in Fresh Meadows, Queens, N.Y. 
She often expressed her gratitude to God for the variety of experiences she had as an  
SNDdeN educator, and for the many Sisters, students, families and colleagues whose 
lives touched hers through the years. She had special gratitude for the faith community in  
Westbury, N.Y., who shared in prayer and outreach with the SNDdeN at St. Julie Convent. 
It was not easy for her to leave them some years ago when she moved to Mt. Notre Dame 
Health Center. 
Sister Margaret is still very fond of anything New York. It doesn’t take much coaxing for her 
to break into song: “New York, New York, what a wonderful town”!

Sister Margaret O’Connor 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Margaret O’Connor, SNDdeN formerly Sister Thomas Margaret
Entered Religious Life August 6, 1950 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

My 60 years with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have been replete with blessings, 
challenges, and surprises. How fortunate I was to meet the Sisters at St. Bernadette School 
in Drexel Hill, Pa. This helped set my direction when I sensed a call to religious life. A lifetime 
of ministry in Catholic Education has taken me up and down the East Coast. In my early years 
I met many different students in New York, Maryland and then in Pennsylvania where I was 
missioned as principal at St. Albert the Great School in Huntingdon Valley. For the next 16 years 
I enjoyed the challenges and appreciated the importance of Catholic education in the life of the 
Church and in the lives of those I was honored to serve. 
Summers I studied at the University of Virginia where I earned a master’s degree in Educational 
Administration in 1972. I was thrilled and surprised when I was asked to pursue a Ph.D. in 
Educational Administration and Supervision at Boston College, which I completed in 1992.  
At that time Maine Catholic Schools called and for 21 years I served as Superintendent. 
Soon after moving to Maryland in 2014, I was fortunate to become Supervisor of Graduate 
Interns in the School of Education at Notre Dame of Maryland University. This position involved 
supervising “Teachers-in-Training.” Working with interns in grade levels from K to 12, I felt 
privileged to continue Julie’s work of education of teachers as well as students. It reinforced my 

belief that there is a major need for well-trained and prepared teachers in our country and world today. 
Throughout my life in Notre Dame I have willingly served on numerous boards, committees and even leadership. I thank the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur for their continuing support and love. And I also thank my wonderful family, especially my 
sister, Peg, nieces, nephews and my numerous friends and colleagues for their continuing daily love and support.

Sister Rosemary Donohue 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Rosemary Donohue, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Margaret
Entered Religious Life August 14, 1960 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years
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I once told a gathering of SNDdeN that the two things I consider being the most important 
things in my life were that I was my mother’s daughter and I was a Sister of Notre Dame.
My mother was a remarkable woman, mother of nine. She said to her dying day that she loved 
us all the same. And she did. I used to pray that I would have her personality and spirit. But, 
never quite achieved it!
Being an SNDdeN is who I am and have been for 60 years. I was educated by them from 
grade 1 through college. It was hard not to breathe in their spirit.
During the course of those 60 years, I have accomplished many things: I was in formal 
education for 50+ years as a teacher and administrator. My own teachers were my inspiration 
for what it meant to be a good teacher. I was taught well. That included the history and work 
of St. Julie. I served in leadership and in service to my unit in many capacities.
I have loved being a Sister of Notre Dame.

Sister Catherine Fleming  
currently resides at:

16 Winthrop Street
Danvers, MA 01923-2133

Sister Catherine Fleming, SNDdeN
Entered Religious Life August 1 ,  1960 – Waltham, Massachusetts 60 years

It was my good fortune to be educated by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur from Grade 
Two through college at Trinity in Washington, D.C. Growing up in Drexel Hill, Pa. at St. 
Bernadette School, I didn’t know what I wanted to do with my life. What I did know was 
I wanted to be like the Sisters who taught me. I saw that these women were well educated, 
kind, happy and proud of who they were and what they were doing. So eventually I decided, 

“That’s for me.”
Over these past sixty years I have been so fortunate. The people, the places, the ministries I 
have been associated with have all brought me to the place where I can again say – “That’s 
for me.”
I am most grateful to our good God for the blessings that continue to come my way. It is 
my prayer that I may continue in the ministries that are such a special part of my life and I 
hope to exemplify to others the wonderful charism and example the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur showed to me so many years ago.
Thank you, God. “Ah! How good you are!”

Sister Christina Murphy 
currently resides at:

1000 Windsor Shores Drive #26A
Columbia, SC 29223-1716 USA

Sister Christina Murphy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Christina Joseph
Entered Religious Life August 14, 1960 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

“Being an SNDdeN is who I am and have been for 60 years.  
I was educated by them from grade 1 through college.  

It was hard not to breathe in their spirit. …  
My own teachers were my inspiration for  

what it meant to be a good teacher. 
I was taught well.”
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I first met up with Sisters of Notre Dame in Kindergarten at Our Lady of Miraculous Medal 
School in Ridgewood, N.Y. ... that was okay. In the seventh and eighth grades I met up with 
Sisters Frances Therese and Corinne Manzi ... that was pretty good. During my high school days, 
I often returned to “help” the good Sisters and met up with Sisters Catherine Shanahan and 
Catherine Charles … something clicked and I decided I wanted to BE like those Sisters.
So, on August 14, 1960, with my family, relatives and friends in my cheering section, we 
rented a bus and headed for Ilchester, Md. and a whole new World! That day along with 
forty-two other brave souls we began a journey of reflection, training, action and loads of 
fun! During that journey, I met up with Sisters Mary Reilly, Marguerite Schaefer and Rosalie  
Murphy ... it was then I knew that I was in for the long haul. But not too sure what they thought!
Since my 50th Jubilee, I have been in ministry among the Sisters, always something I enjoyed 
doing. We worked well together and they were good years for me. Having completed  
that ministry, I now find myself in a time of transition, looking ahead to new horizons at a slower 
pace with gratitude for the many wonderful opportunities I’ve had in Notre Dame.
In her book, “Circles of Grace,” Jan Richardson writes: “Within the joy, pain and delight that attend 
our life, there is an invisible circle of grace that unfolds and encompasses us in every moment. Blessings 

help us to perceive this circle of grace to find our place of belonging within it and to receive the strength the circle holds for us.”
I have found my place of belonging, within the Circle of Grace of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. Each day I feel blest to 
receive the strength and joy that Circle holds for me.
As I celebrate sixty years as a Sister of Notre Dame, I thank God for you, my family, friends, co-workers and the many young 
people and elders from whom I have learned so much.

Sister Kathleen O’Brien 
currently resides at:

305 Cable Street
Baltimore, MD 21210

Sister Kathleen O’Brien, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Terrence
Entered Religious Life August 14, 1960 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

60 years! Is it possible it was that long ago my parents brought their excited but nervous 
daughter to the Sisters of Notre Dame in Waltham, Mass? My journey with the SNDdeN 
began at the Academy of Notre Dame in Tyngsboro, Mass. where I was a boarder. My teachers 
were prayerful, full of life and excellent educators. They inspired me to become an SNDdeN. 
During these 60 years, the Spirit has opened many opportunities and life-changing experiences 
for me. The first of these was teaching First Grade in South Boston where I became aware of the 
disparities of rich and poor. Living among the people in one of the housing projects, I saw what 
it meant to be deprived of options. I wanted to provide the children with a greater sense of self-
esteem and self-confidence. I studied Montessori at our SNDdeN University in Belmont, Calif. 
where I encountered a very different culture from Boston. The California Sisters helped me to free 
my spirit. I am forever grateful for them. Upon my return to South Boston, Sr. Jean Sullivan and 
I began a Montessori school in which the children excelled, much to the delight of their parents. 
This program continues after 40 years! 
The Spirit then led me to Winter Park, Fla. where I served a large parish in the areas of Family 
Life and Social Justice. The parish sent me to obtain a counseling degree as a Marriage and Family 
Therapist. In the past few years, I have ministered as a Regional Annulment Advocate and Court 
Expert for the Marriage Tribunal in the Orlando Diocese. I continue to be involved in my parish 

as a lector, participant in Social Justice events and most especially in our unique commitment to Haiti. During these years, a 
major touchstone has been my commitment as a Seeker and our transfer to Base Communities.
As I reflect on these 60 years, I give thanks for family, SNDdeN, coworkers and friends who have so generously blessed my life. 
God is Good !

Sister Patricia O’Malley  
currently resides at:

5116 Lazy Oaks Drive
Winter Park, FL 32792-9270

Sister Patricia O’Malley, SNDdeN formerly Sister Shaun Ellen
Entered Religious Life August 1 ,  1960 – Waltham, Massachusetts 60 years
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Born into the long-time Catholic culture of Southern Maryland, I am daughter of Yolanda and 
Leon Proctor, raised in Baltimore with four siblings and innumerable foster brothers and sisters.
From Frostburg State College I became a teacher in Baltimore City. During that time, “I was invited.” 
That’s how I came to realize a calling to be a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. I met a Sister of Notre 
Dame de Namur who was involved in an Adult Peer Retreat Program as I was and she asked: “Have 
you ever thought of being a Sister?”
My dedication to education in its many forms matched the mission of the Congregation. As the 
daughter of a school teacher, I valued the profession and emulated my mother in following it. In 
1984, in collaboration with the Archdiocese of Baltimore, I worked as the Coordinator of Urban 
Youth Ministry and founded a program of spiritual, educational and leadership development for 
young Black lives, the Harambee Catholic Youth Organization. 
Later I served in a variety of educational and leadership positions: Principal of Academy of Notre 
Dame in D.C.; Executive Director of the National Black Sisters Conference; Director of Baltimore’s 
Catholic Charities programs: Our Daily Bread, a soup kitchen, and Christopher Place Employment 
Academy, a residential program of education and job training for formerly homeless men. 

Notre Dame Education Center in Lawrence, Mass. called in 2002. As Executive Director I learned of many different cultures and 
was inspired by peoples’ determination to learn the English language, obtain a GED or acquire appropriate job skills. After serving 
on the SNDdeN National Leadership Team for several years, I became Director of the Office of Black Catholic Ministries in the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore.
My years as a Sister of Notre Dame have been enriching and challenging. I continue to be inspired by Julie’s commitment to 
“stand with and for the poor and oppressed in the most abandoned places.” I will continue to work toward “right relationships” that 
empower people and promote “justice, equality and equity” for all in our communities.

“God is good … all the time and all the time … God is good.”

Sister Gwynette Proctor 
currently resides at:

1423 Glendale Road
Baltimore, MD 21239

Sister Gwynette Proctor, SNDdeN
Entered Religious Life August 18, 1980 – Ilchester, Maryland 40 years

“How Can I Keep from Singing!”
(American Christian folksong from the late 1800s, frequently used by Quakers)
My early years were spent in Germany (land of my birth) and France, in a loving, secure family. 
From early on, I learned to respect cultures different from my own, and my two brothers and I 
had the great privilege of growing up in a tri-lingual environment. I was truly blessed during my 
childhood! How can I keep from singing!
We moved to the U.S. when I was in high school, and after college in Baltimore, I spent 5 years 
in Malaysia, working in different hospitals as a Peace Corps volunteer. Three more languages were 
added to my repertoire, and I was introduced to the beauty of Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist cultures, 
all the while learning to cherish my own Catholic Christian faith more deeply. It was at this time 
that I began to feel an attraction to religious life. And I knew: I wanted to spend my life serving the 
poor through health care, living in community among peoples of many cultures. I was truly blessed 
during my Peace Corps years! How can I keep from singing!
When I returned to Baltimore in 1978, I met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, with their strong 
commitment to the poor in the most abandoned places, their internationality and interculturality, 
and unshakable faith in the goodness of God. And I knew: this is the Congregation for me! I was 
truly blessed! How can I keep from singing!
Now I celebrate 40 years as a Sister of Notre Dame, having served in Baltimore, Congo (then 
“Zaire”) and Peru. We proclaim in our Constitutions (Article 52), “As we live community-in-mission, 

we recognize the strength of belonging to a congregation of Sisters who share a similar hope and vision, and we rejoice in the 
goodness of God and one another.” I am truly blessed! How can I keep from singing!

Sister Evelyn Fitzke 
currently resides at:

Hermanas de Notre Dame  
de Namur

Apartado 017
Chorrillos, Lima 09 
Perú

Sister Evelyn Fitzke, SNDdeN
Entered Religious Life August 18, 1980 – Ilchester, Maryland 40 years
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Living in God ’s all-encompassing love

At the time of her Golden Jubilee in 2017, Sister Patricia 
wrote:

Little did I know that when I completed my B.A. in Math 
at the University of Connecticut, left my home in Ossining, 
New York, and took a position at IBM in Washington, D.C. 
that I would become a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. 
In Washington, I became part of a parish community 
and made myself known to the pastor there, indicating 
my desire to enter religious life and asking for some 
recommendations. He put me in touch with Sister Mary 
Adele White, SNDdeN. And here is the rest of the story!

On September 10, 1967, Pat entered the Sisters of Notre 
Dame at Ilchester, Maryland. Having completed college, 
her early years in the community found her teaching math 
in various SNDdeN high schools: Notre Dame Academy 
in Washington, D.C.; the Academy of Notre Dame at 
Villanova, Pa.; Maryvale Preparatory School in Lutherville, 
Md.; and Notre Dame High School in Moylan, Pa. 
Her long-time desire was fulfilled when she was missioned 
in 1977 to teach Math at St. Kizito, a secondary school in 
Kenya. With an M.S. in Math from Syracuse University, 

Pat went to the Eregi Teachers’ College in 1978 until 1985 
when she became Headmistress of Moi Girls Secondary 
School in Marsabit. This area was a mountain oasis in the 
middle of the northern desert area located 200 miles off 
any paved road. The 160 girls in the boarding school came 
from nomadic tribes at great distances from the school. 
Pat said: “I loved working with the girls and the teachers 
even though there were many challenges as I was the only 
SNDdeN and only American there.”
Various circumstances necessitated her return to the U.S. 
in 1988, a difficult decision given her love for the people 
of Kenya. But her long-time fidelity to her growth in the 
spiritual life sustained her. Religious Education became her 
focus and she spent years of ministry in parishes in North 
Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia and Maryland. 
Health issues prompted her move to Villa Julie Residence 
in 2015 and in 2018 Pat moved to the Long Term Care 
Center in Worcester, Mass. where she received excellent 
care and reconnected with Sister friends with whom she 
had been in Kenya. After a short illness, Sr. Patricia went 
home to the One who called her.

Sister Patricia Tryon, SNDdeN
March 28, 1943 – May 15, 2020
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Mary Elizabeth Reilly was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. She 
met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Ss. Joachim 
and Anne Parish School in Queens Village. Obviously, 
the Sisters captured her heart, and in August of 1942 she 
entered the community at Ilchester, Md.
Sister Mary’s years in the community found her in ministry 
to many different young people in many different ways.  
A few years as elementary teacher were followed by eight 
years in several different Philadelphia Archdiocesan High 
Schools. Then in 1956, she was told to go to Catholic 
University’s School of Psychology to take some tests.  
“This was the way I found out I was being sent to study.”
Upon finishing a master’s degree in Psychology in 1957, 
Mary was assigned to what she called “the time of my life.” 
The next seven years found her shepherding young women 
(and a few not so young) through the first stage of religious 
life, the postulancy, a time for both the community and 
the women to discern their “fit.” More than 100 postulants 
were touched by Mary during those years and were greatly 
influenced by her. Upon hearing of her death some wrote: 

“She was the finest kind of human being and modeled all the 
traits of love and caring that we should try to follow as best 
we can.” “She was a wonderful, caring, gentle model for us 
all.” “I always felt like ‘all will be well’ when Mary was in our

 company.” These traits were gifts for the many people she 
served in the following years.
The following years found Mary as Director of the Lt. 
Joseph P. Kennedy Institute in D.C., Director of Personnel 
for the Maryland Province, hospital chaplaincy at DC 
General, “with the poorest of the poor” and at Children’s 
Hospital where Mary’s gifts were shared with children 
and parents alike. Mary found exceptionally rewarding her 
service as Administrative Assistant in a Campus Ministry 
Office at Georgetown University and then at the United 
States Catholic Conference Office of Pastoral Care for 
Immigrants and Refugees.
Mary will be especially remembered among the Sisters 
for her publications: “Women of Courage: Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur, Maryland Province, 1934–1984;” 
“Courageous Women: Biographies of the Members of 
the Chesapeake Province;” and a history of the Kennedy 
Institute. These all required hours and years of research and 
conducting oral histories. Mary’s final active ministry was as 
Archivist for the Chesapeake Province.
When she died on St. Julie’s birthday, Mary was at home 
where so many of her family, friends and her beloved 
postulants visited and called. She has received overwhelming 
love and admiration from so many for a wonderful life—
lived with grace, gentleness and integrity.

Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Mary ST. ANNE

September 10, 1924 – July 12, 2020



Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
P.O. Box 157 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153 

80 years

Sister Ursula Anselmo, SNDdeN  
formerly Ursula Marie

Sister Mary Joan Kentz, SNDdeN

Sister Marie William Scattergood, SNDdeN

75 years
Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN

70 years

Sister Patricia Bennett, SNDdeN 
 formerly Rose Therese

Sister Marion Field, SNDdeN 
formerly Helen Thomas

Sister Eileen Patricia Hegarty, SNDdeN

Sister Anne McCafferty, SNDdeN 
formerly Anne William

60 years

Sister Kathleen Contino, SNDdeN 
formerly Catherine Anthony

Sister Theresa Kreibick, SNDdeN 
formerly Theresa Louise

Sister Mary Suplee, SNDdeN 
formerly Maureen Joseph

Sister Maureen Anne Turlish, SNDdeN 
formerly Maureen Paul

Jubilarians who have gone before us

“The good God will give you  
grace and light to know  
what is right at the time.”

(Julie)


