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Sister Cornelia Curran
Living at Notre Dame Long Care 
Center in Worcester, Mass.
Sister Cornelia Curran reflects on 
what has enabled her to recognize the 
gifts of this time in her life which she 
calls “our Vesper Time – our evening 
time.” She writes:
Early on, I was gifted with a 
workshop on mindfulness ... living 

in the now. That is a gift of this time … immersing myself 
in the gift of life; being present in the moment and 
working on letting-go and letting God. And I’m able to 
help the people around me feel good about themselves.
It is difficult not having a history with my “Vesper” 
community. Their history bonds them. I try to use this 
reality for my energy and to be gentle with myself. There 
are times of loneliness; it is just a feeling and I do not 
blame myself for it. When I walk around, especially in the 
evening, I let myself be nourished by the works of art that 
surround me. Most are masterpieces of own Sisters. I let 
them touch and nourish me. My soul, taste and savor the 
goodness of the Lord ... daily! ALLELUIA! 

Sister Eileen Sweeney 
Living at Mt. Notre Dame Health 
Care Center in Cincinnati, Ohio
In 2004 I retired to Villa Julie 
Residence and remained there 
until 2017. That is when I came to 
Mount Notre Dame Health Care 
Center in Ohio. The blessings of 
these retirement years have been 
many: good nursing care, therapy, 

all the help I get that enables me to keep going and to 
do what whatever I can for the other Sisters and our 
congregation of Notre Dame. God has blessed me with  
my mind, my memory and my hearing (no hearing aids)!  
I keep busy doing what I can, e.g. crocheting baby blankets, 
helping with the water project, and of course, praying for 
all the needs of the Sisters and the world! Of course, not 
everything looks like a blessing. The physical inability to do 
what I like to do and use to be able to do, like cooking and 
baking, has been difficult to accept. Now at age 95 I await 
my dear Lord for my eternity with him.

SOME WISDOM FROM OUR ELDERS
An ELDER is a person
who is still growing,
still a learner,
still with potential and
whose life continues to have
within it promise for, and
connection to the future.

In this spirit, we asked a few of our Elder Sisters:
What are the most significant gifts in your life at this time and what are the most significant challenges?

An ELDER is still in pursuit  
of happiness,
joy and pleasure,
and her/his birthright to 
these remains intact.

An ELDER is a person
who deserves respect and honor
and whose work
is to synthesize wisdom
from long life experience and
formulate this into a legacy for
future generations.

1977 Live Oak Institute

continued on page 15
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T Dear Friends,
To paraphrase a familiar quote: “It is the worst of times; it is the best of times.” Millions of  
people ill around the world, thousands of deaths causing great sorrow among their many loved  
ones, sheltering in place, schools and stores closed, jobs lost, innumerable people with no income,  
or no home—and so many other dire consequences of the COVID-19 virus. Will we ever forget 
these times!
And yet, this pandemic has brought out the best in people: medical personnel putting their lives on 
the line everyday; employees in grocery stores, drug stores, banks, post offices coming to work each 
day despite the risks; neighbors helping neighbors; young folk reaching out to help elders; school 
staffs putting in unusual hours ensuring that young people can continue their education; help from 
the government; artists and regular folk providing entertainment from symphonies to amusing 
pictures; utility workers on the job so that we continue to have water and heat and electricity.
While we hope you have not had the “worst of times,” we also hope that you have experienced the 
blessings of people helping one another.
This issue leads and ends with some very wise reflections from a few of our “elders.” In between are 
pictures from February 2nd—the Congregational Feast Day and “visits” to some of our ministries. 
You will also read about our yearlong practical efforts to honor Sister Dorothy Stang as we recall 
her life and her death 15 years ago. There is also an update on our efforts to be in ministry at  
the Border.
It felt like the passing of an era when we celebrated the new life of Sister Margaret Claydon, 
SNDdeN, former president of Trinity College. We also mourn the passing of Sister Catherine Joyce 
and Sister Anne Cecilia Coxen. Both deaths occurred during the “shut down” and we look forward 
to celebrating their lives at a future time—together. (As we were going to press, word came of the 
death of Sr. Patricia Tryon. She will be remembered in the next issue of Endeavor.)
Know that in all that is happening around us, you, our generous partners in mission, are daily 
remembered in the thoughts and prayers of the Sisters. Please let us know if there are any 
circumstances or needs for which you would like our particular prayers. May the blessings of health, 
hope, and wholeness be yours in abundance!

In Notre Dame,

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor



3 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Celebrating the 216th Anniversary of our Congregation

Guests and residents enjoy one another’s company  
over a special feast day meal.

From left: Sisters Ann Gormly, Seton Cunneen,  
Frances McCann, Helen Bellew, Anne Hodgson,  
Mimi Bodell

On February 2, 2020, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
across the world celebrated the 216th anniversary of 
the founding of our Congregation. We also brought to 
conclusion a year of celebrating the 50th Anniversary of  
St. Julie’s canonization. Photos from celebrations by the  
three units served by the Tri-Province Development Office  
are featured in this edition. Hopefully, you will get a glimpse  
of some Sisters you know!

Many guests jointed the Celebration of the Congregation’s 
feast at Villa Julie Residence, which began with a special Mass.

First row: Sister Joan Kelly and Sister Anne McDonald 
chatting with Sister Rosemary Donohue before Mass
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Celebrating the 216th Anniversary of our Congregation

Meanwhile, at Cable Street, the US EW Unit celebrated with 
the entire province by Zoom. A beautiful prayer service was 
followed by a feast day meal.

Associates join in the celebration
From left: Pat Babington, Kathy 
Fedor, Juliana Fernandez

From left: Sisters Geri 
McPhee, Mary Hayes, 
Camilla Burns and 
Ann Howard celebrated 
the feast together 
at the Washington 
Archdiocesan Mass for 
consecrated religious.

From left: Sisters 
Gwynette Proctor, 
Kathleen O’Brien,  
Jo-Ann Flora and  

Louann Sciubba stand 
before a replica of the  

wall of SNDdeN  
names—from the 

beginning—located  
in the Heritage Center  

at Namur.

Sister Dorothy McCormick, home from 
Kenya, celebrates the Congregational Feast 

as a new member of the Mid-Atlantic 
region of US EW province—a wonderful 

chance for so many of us to greet her.

At the Academy of Notre Dame De Namur, 
Villanova, Pa. five Sisters of Notre Dame joined 
the students and faculty at Mass for the Feast. 
The readings focused on justice and community, 
two of the Hallmarks of an SNDdeN Learning 
Community.
The Sisters renewed their vows, as all SNDdeN  
do in this celebration.

Left to right: Sisters Jean Keesey, Patricia Hanway, 
Catherine Shanahan, Helen Bellew, and Maria Delaney
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Sister Patricia Loome visits Haiti and the Bakery

For six weeks early in this year, Sister 
Patricia Loome, SNDdeN traveled to 
Haiti in the hope of providing some 
needed services to the Bakery project. 
She reports: “I helped the Bakery staff 
with English and a course called ‘Business 
Math for Small Entrepreneurs.’ They have 

developed a very good system for selling the bread around the 
city. It is amazing what Sister “Sissy” Corr and the people have 
accomplished here. Apparently word has spread that this is a 
good place to work and people keep coming to apply for a job.
Thanks to many of our donors, the Bakery now has a truck that 
helps greatly with deliveries locally and at a distance. Soon they 
hope to have the equipment needed to begin producing clean 
water for sale … a very great need. Already in place is the well 
and space plotted out for the pump house.”

Sister Jeanette Pierre-Louis and Sister “Sissy” shared their 
apartment with Sister Patricia while she was there.

In English class, students develop English sentences with 
vocabulary cards.

Sister Jeanette with the women with whom she works.

Sister Patricia Loome with several bakery staff members.

Staff member and Sister “Sissy” Corr with bread ready for the oven.
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A “Retirement” Celebration

This year we will celebrate our 80, 75, 70, 60 and 40 year SNDdeN Jubilarians  
on September 19, 2020. (We Hope!)

2020 Jubilee Celebration

75 YEARS
Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Frances
Sister Mary Patricia Hale, SNDdeN

Sister Louise Mayock, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Maria

70 YEARS
Sister Margaret O’Connor, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Thomas Margaret
Sister Kathleen Haughey, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Eileen Patricia
Sister Ann Julie Peters, SNDdeN

60 YEARS
Sister Rosemary Donohue, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister John Margaret
Sister Cathy Fleming, SNDdeN

Sister Patricia O’Malley, SNDdeN
Sister Christina Murphy, SNDdeN
Sister Kathleen O’Brien, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Mary Terrence

40 YEARS
Sister Gwynette Proctor, SNDdeN

Sister Evelyn Fitzke, SNDdeN

80 YEARS
Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN

Family, colleagues and friends packed the Sacred Heart Hall of the 
Oblate Sisters on February 28, 2020 to celebrate Sister Gwynette 
Proctor’s retirement from the Office of Black Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore. Gwynette’s coworkers gave testimony about 
her contributions to both the Pastoral work of the Church in Baltimore 
and to Black Catholic Ministries. They claimed, “God packed you with 
a purpose” and articulated some of the gifts they learned from her, such 
as the importance of working in a collaborative mode, building unity in 
every enterprise and believing in their own capacity to lead. In working 
with Black Catholic Ministries, they said she helped them create “roots 
and wings.” She also helped them raise money for important things they 
could not have done without her assistance.

“We toast the life and ministry of Sister Gwynette … Bless her, her family and 
religious community for the many ways she has participated in your light of 
love, your walk of justice and your project of transforming the world. May she 
walk into her future anchored in hope …” 

Barbara English, SNDdeN
From U.S. e-Newsletter, April ’20
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Academy of Notre Dame de Namur, 
Villanova, Pa.
“Amazing Seniors” received beautiful bouquets 
of sunflowers from Notre Dame’s Villanova, Pa. 
faculty, staff and administration. A week later, 
colorful lawn signs were hand-delivered to every 
graduating student.

Trinity Washington University 
In April, Red Class alums especially, and all classes as well, were 
invited to send messages of congratulation and support to the Red 
Class of 2020, since there will be no celebratory commencement 
ceremony of the front lawn this year. Instead there will be “virtual” 
graduation celebrations with the graduates throughout the month 
of May, organized by their major programs. Messages, photos and 
memorabilia will be compiled into a video that will be shared with 
the graduates, and some of the messages will be read during the 
virtual graduation celebrations. 

Trinity School – Ellicott City (formerly Ilchester) 
Trinity School in Ellicott City, Maryland is celebrating its 2020 graduates throughout the month 
of May. Administrators and teachers personally delivered congratulatory yard sings and memory 
books to each 8th grader. Each Friday in May, nine graduates are featured on social media. Trinity 
will host its virtual graduation on June 2nd. We are so very proud of all of the accomplishments of 
our soon-to-be alums! 

Creative Graduations

Maryvale Preparatory School
Maryvale Preparatory School in Lutherville, Md. included in a series 
of “events” celebrating the graduates the placement of this sign in 
the front yard of each graduate!

Sisters Joan Ferraro 
 Barbara Karl 
 Marie Romejko
 Ann Scianella
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center 
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Dorothy McCormick 
Sister Rosemary Donohue
Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153  

Sister Joanne Schneberger 
Maria Health Care 
6401 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21212
Sister Patricia Loome 
53 Towne Commons Way Apt. 12  
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
Cell: 706.255.7444

NEW ADDRESSES
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SNDdeN presence among 
the asylum seeking families 
has been on pause since 
late March. Generous 
donations from Sisters, 
their families, friends and 
informal contacts to our 
SND Border Supply Account 
have made it possible for 
us to donate $6,000 to 
the Field Hospital set up in 

Matamoros. This facility will offer free medical care to 
the asylum seeking families. It will be operated by the 
Global Response Management that has been offering 
medical services for some time. Many of us who went 
to Matamoros saw the good work of this group in  
the camp. This donation will be spread across these 
next months.

We are truly blessed and surrounded by generosity 
and love. From simple needs of shoe laces, hair ties, 
ham and cheese; to tents, tarps, blankets, hats and 
gloves; to blow-up mattresses and sleeping bags; to 
copy paper and now to a Field Hospital, our stories 
have carried a truth untold to thousands of people. 
These good people responded and allowed us to 
respond as needed to the asylum seeking families. 
The report on the link below offers a view of how this 
field hospital will respond to the medical needs of the 
families at this most crucial time:  
www.borderreport.com.

Above: A woman helps to put a mask on a child on  
April 29, 2020, at the Matamoros, Mexico, camp where 
asylum seekers live. (Courtesy photo)

At the Border

Left: Sisters Geraldine McPhee 
and Ann Howard contribute 
to mask availability for the 
neighborhood in St. Jerome 
Parish, Hyattsville, Md. 

Right: compliant citizens  
in 1918!

News from Sisters Ellen Dabrieo, Betsy Flynn and MaryAlice McCabe

Mask Makers

The medical trailer set up by Global Response Management at the 
asylum-seekers camp in Matamoros, Mexico, is seen on Dec. 22, 
2019. A new field hospital just for COVID-19 patients is located 
on the farthest backside of the camp and opened on Thursday,  
April 30, 2020. (Border Report file photo/Sandra Sanchez)

From Sr. Liann Delsuc in Arizona
The small churches in Phoenix and Mesa that received the ICE 
buses of those seeking asylum have shut down and few to no 
migrants are getting into the U.S. Some single adults are being 
dropped at the Phoenix bus station and get to the Welcome 
Center run by the International Refugee Committee. We are 
unable to go to Kino to serve at the soup kitchen as the truck 
crossing where we usually enter Nogales, Mexico has very limited 
access, although the pedestrian crossing there is still open. All 
non-essential travel across the border is banned.

For more information about what is happening at the Nogales, 
Ariz./Mexico border, go to the Kino Border Initiative website: 
www.kinoborderinitiative.org/category/passages-newsletter/
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NDMVA MidYear
Over 250 Notre Dame Mission Volunteers gathered over President’s 
Day weekend outside Baltimore, Md. for the annual MidYear 
Training meeting of Notre Dame Mission Volunteers/AmeriCorps. 
The days were filled with inspiring keynote speakers and break-out 
sessions that reinvigorated the members of NDMVA as they head 
into the second half of their service year. More than 20 Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur were present for this MidYear meeting. They 
enjoyed the energy and insights of the NDMVA members who are 
giving a year of service, making real the hallmarks of a Notre Dame 
Learning Community.

From Crossroads Feb. 26, 2020

Title

A Virtual Top o’ the Mornin’ Gathering 
There we were feeling low, missing the parades in the city, 
the local Saint Paddy’s Day parties, the hoopla, the Irish 
jokes, the green gear, when along came a notice on First 
Class from an Irish lass named Sister Kathleen O’Brien. She 
invited us to gather in Irish good cheer by Zoom, at 4 p.m. 
on the High Holy Day of the Saint himself, March 17. And 
so we did. Some popped in to say “hi,” some stayed for the 
whole hour, and all had a splendid time. There were joyful 
greetings and jokes and songs. Toward the end of the hour, 
we offered prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus.
Barbara English, SNDdeN 
From U.S. e-Newsletter, April ’20

AND THEN … Finding Grace in Uncertainty
You never know what adventures a year of service will hold, and that is proving to be 
extremely true for our members this year. We are in unprecedented times and changes 
are occurring even more rapidly than they were before. Each day can feel very uncertain 
and isolating, but it is critical to remember the importance of community and the many 
different ways it can be known. NDMVA Members across the country are facing closed 
service sites, drastically decreased person to-person contact, and new personal and 
professional challenges. While community may no longer come in the form of biweekly 
team meetings or small reading groups in the classroom, we are discovering new ways to 
cultivate it. … We are truly blessed to have gathered just a month ago at our annual Mid-
Year Conference. The connections members made with the Sisters are fueling their ability 
to continue serving in these difficult times. The Sisters’ creativity and resourcefulness in 
their ministries are inspirations for our staff and members.
Caroline Menendez, NDMV/A 
From U.S. e-Newsletter, April ‘20
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February 12, 2020, the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur in the 
United States began a year-long 
remembrance of Sister Dorothy 
Stang, who was murdered in the 
Amazon in Brazil on February 
12, 2005. We invite our associates, 
friends, colleagues and those who 

have been touched by Dorothy to join in this remembrance, 
which is a reflection on Dorothy’s life as well as a forward-
looking acknowledgement that Dorothy’s legacy endures in us.

“Although threatened with death, Dorothy never failed in her 
life’s mission, to fight for the poor of the land, so that they had 
their rights guaranteed and a dignified life,” read the statement 
issued by the Brazilian bishops’ Pastoral Land Commission  
Feb. 12 to mark Stang’s death.
 ‘Querida Amazonia’ (Beloved Amazonia), the document for 
the Synod on the Amazon ... embodies what Sister Dorothy 
spoke of her entire life: ‘Dear Amazon, we are here to defend 
you, to protect you. Dear people of the Amazon, we are here to 
help you in your fight, in your resistance, in the recognition of 
your rights.’”

From February 12, 2020 through February 12, 2021 we are:
• Cultivating gardens of any 

size, anywhere and sharing  
the harvest with those  
who have limited access  
to fresh produce

• Planting trees
• Praying for all migrants 

seeking asylum and peace
• Advocating for 

comprehensive immigration 
reform

• Advocating for and carrying 
out simple and practical 
solutions to protect  
the planet. 

Remembering Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN

Sr. Jane Dwyer and Sr. Katy Webster, both 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, continue 
the ministry of Sr. Dorothy Stang in Anapu. 
The dirt inside the little vase they are holding 
was moistened with Sr. Dorothy’s blood.

“Although threatened with death, 
Dorothy never failed in her life’s 

mission, to fight for the poor of the 
land, so that they had their rights 

guaranteed and a dignified life.”

from Brazilian bishops’ Pastoral Land Commission 
statement, Feb. 12, 2020

For more about the remembrance celebrations visit
https://snddenusa.org/video-gallery.php
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Remembering Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN
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Sister Kathy O’Hagan, SNDdeN has been in Appalachia for more than 40 
years, and through those years she has served in many different capacities. 
Today she is the Notre Dame AmeriCorps site director, with two Mission 
Volunteers. She also provides outreach in the community, including emergency 
food assistance for hungry families, especially around the holidays, and 
mentorship and fellowship with people in addiction recovery at Serenity Pointe 
in Williamson, W.V.
Established in 1976 as a community education endeavor, Big Laurel continues 
to offer programs that strive to build a stronger, healthier community and 
encourage individuals to reach their fullest potential. 
Wondering what we have planned for 2020? Here’s our vision for the coming 
year: In 2020 we plan to:
• offer hospitality for 200 visitors
• host 20 service immersion groups
• enrich 48 campers’ summers through 4 weeks of camp
• help 8 high school students set goals and succeed academically
• accompany 60 people through addiction recovery, and 
• continue our 44-year legacy of healing & social change by providing 

education, outreach and spiritual renewal.

from Big Laurel ’s newsletter

At left: Sister Diane Capuano, Andy 
Abberton, and Sister Kathy during 
Molloy College’s summer camp.

Charleston Catholic High School volunteers join Big Laurel to cut firewood.

Big Laurel Learning Center
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Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN 
Writing from her home in  
Elkridge, Md. 
The blessings in my life are 
people—my friends, my family, 
my postulants, my students. My 
friends keep me company now 
in so many ways, visits, calls, 
cards galore! My family loves 
me deeply, and I them. And we 
know it. I am proud of how the 

postulants I lived with have spent their lives, loving other 
people. I treasure their living out our spirit of Notre 
Dame through whatever paths they’ve chosen in their 
lives. My friends, family, postulants, students are always 
in my prayers.
I’m trying to accept the challenges in my life now. Many 
people help me do this. It’s in those many people, and 
my friendships with them, that I now find God.

Sister Teresa McAlwee, SNDdeN
Writing from her home of many 
years in Apopka, Fla.
“Take a leap … don’t hold yourself 
back because people tell you “You 
can’t,” “You are too old.”
After I fell and had surgery on 
my back, which was broken in 
several places, I wanted to get up 
to my bedroom on the second 

floor. So I took the challenge to get myself to place 
where I could safely go up and down the stairs with help 
and the physical therapists helped me. I am blessed with 

Some Wisdom from our Elders (continued from page 1)

We asked a few of our Elder Sisters:
What are the most significant gifts in your life at this time and what are the most significant challenges?

a community of generous women/Sisters who are willing 
to work with me and encourage me to take the next step. 
They are also very patient with me. I don’t want to lose my 
sense of humor nor my concern for others. What I can 
do is write cards and send little notes to people to cheer 
them up and let them know I am thinking of them. It is 
very difficult for me to lose my independence and not be 
able to go where I want to and when I want to. I have to 
depend on others and that is hard for me. One day I was 
driving, active and independent and the next day after a 
fall I couldn’t drive nor walk normally again. Have a motto 
like, “Today will be amazing,” and get something positive 
to focus on and smile.

Sister Peggy Linahan 
Living in Astoria, N.Y.
Growing old has brought a great 
many changes. On the positive 
side, I see everything differently. 
Small things do not matter as 
much, and things don’t always 
get done. I used to always be 
“doing”—everything had to be 
done and done perfectly. I mind 
not being able to do and go where 

I want. Now, at times, I have to depend on others. I miss 
seeing my family for special occasions. It’s not easy being 
“dependent” on others when I was able to do for myself. 
But I feel my perspective has changed. God and I are on 
a basis more than ever. I talk to Him all day long. I have 
time for relaxing with Him and talking about everything. 
Some days are long but I remember others much more 
lonely. I am grateful for my health and try to do for others 
whenever I can. God has been and is so good to me. My 
blessings are beyond counting.

An ELDER is still in pursuit of happiness, joy and pleasure,
and her/his birthright to these remains intact.

1977 Live Oak Institute
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Living in God ’s all-encompassing love

Sister Margaret’s remarkable achievements in the world of 
academia and society at large are amply recorded elsewhere. 
Here, it seems appropriate to examine how she directed her life 
in the spirit of Notre Dame.
Margaret first met the SNDdeN in her years at Trinity College. 
Gradually, the college retreats, together with her growing 
admiration for the SND as scholars and a growing, deep 
appreciation for the kind of life they led began to take root. 
Upon graduation, she entered the community at Ilchester, Md.
Following first vows, she was missioned to St. Hubert’s High 
School (Philadelphia), and then to Trinity Preparatory School 
(Ilchester, Md.). In 1952, Margaret received a two-fold mission 
that would prove to be a major turning point in her life: 
teaching at Trinity College and pursuing graduate study at The 
Catholic University of America.
Belonging to an international congregation of women religious 
brought Margaret two special opportunities. In the summer of 
1958, she lived with our Sisters in Oxford while participating 
in a tutorial on 17th-century English literature; from there 
she went on to Glasgow as Exchange Lecturer in English at 
Notre Dame College of Education, Dowanhill. This wonderful 
Dowanhill year came to “a climactic end” with a letter from her 
Provincial informing her that she would be “coming home to be 
President of Trinity College.”

 Margaret served totally for Trinity and for Notre Dame 
throughout her presidency and beyond. She was committed to 
maintaining Trinity’s “tradition of excellence.” Her presidency 
saw new initiatives that extended Trinity’s mission by reaching 
out to women of other age groups, and her leadership built 
on major emphases of the Second Vatican Council. Trinity’s 
Notre Dame Chapel became a gathering point for people eager 
to taste the first fruits of liturgical renewal. Faculty explored 
how conciliar documents related to academic freedom. 
Vatican II had also called religious congregations to renewal. 
Margaret contributed mightily to our SND response, through 
her work on the Provincial Council and at SND General 
Chapters in Rome. 
After 16 years, Margaret completed her presidency in 
1975. After a year as a Postdoctoral Fellow in the English 
Department at Yale, she happily returned to full-time teaching 
at Trinity. Margaret retired in 2004, yet continued to be a vital 
part of the college. 
Leaving Trinity in 2015 was a great sacrifice. Yet she did well at 
Mount Notre Dame Health Center, resuming old friendships 
and finding new ones as she moved around the house on her 
red electric scooter. As death drew near, she knew she was 
blessed by the supportive and prayerful presence of her Sisters.

Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN
July 19,1923 – February 2, 2020

On the back of this black-and-white photo, Sister Margaret Claydon wrote: “How I would like to be remembered.”
We remember her now, with gratitude and love.

For more about Sr. Margaret go to  
discover.trinitydc.edu/sr-margaret-claydon/

Excerpted from reflections by Mary Ann Cook, SND, who 
drew heavily on Sr. Mary Reilly’s oral history interview.
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Catherine knew that her vocation “… was seeded and 
nurtured in ordinary and mysterious ways, “by her parents 
and siblings and then by God through her Notre Dame 
family. At Notre Dame High School, Moylan, God 
surrounded her with teachers who were kind, who really 
listened, and who were fun to be with. She set out to join 
their company and upon graduation, entered at Ilchester in 
February – year.
For 25 years Catherine taught in elementary schools in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Maryland (first grade became her first 
love!). During this quarter century of teaching, Catherine had 
collaborated with parents of all sorts, with good effect. It’s 
not surprising that working with adult Catholics became a 
growing interest, especially in the wake of Vatican II. But first 
she was sent back to Philadelphia, as Principal of St. Mary’s 
Inter-Parochial School. The school had been established in 
1969 by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to serve children 
from seven different parishes without schools of their own. 
Catherine seems to have reveled in the challenge of building 
bridges among children from so many different family, ethnic, 
racial and socio-economic backgrounds. She wrote: “You had 
every mixture that was in society at the time, and there it 
was—a microcosm of the world.”

Midway through her 11th year at St. Mary’s, Catherine 
began taking stock. She felt that the school needed a change, 
and it was time for her to move on. She wanted to work with 
adults. A chance meeting with the pastor of nearby Old St. 
Joseph’s Church led soon to a position as Pastoral Associate 
at the parish. For the next 21 years, besides chaplaincy at 
the 8-floor, 500-bed hospital serving 125 Catholics on 
average, Catherine gradually took on additional parish 
responsibilities—coordinating CCD, planning programs and 
liturgies with the four Jesuits on staff, training lay volunteers, 
preparing for baptisms, helping with pre-Cana, contributing 
to adult education and, with special training, providing 
spiritual direction. 
In 2004, Catherine retired and, in a few years, found herself 
on the receiving end of the kind of compassionate care she 
had provided for so many others. She moved to Villa Julie 
in 2008, and then in 2013, as her Parkinson’s advanced, to 
Mount Notre Dame. Eventually, she became less and less 
able to communicate with those around her. But with God? 
Surely, in ways beyond our understanding—God was still 
speaking, nurturing, calling this woman who had “spent a 
lifetime pursuing vocation.” 

Based on reflections prepared by Sr. Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN

Sister Catherine Joyce, SNDdeN
December 21, 1926 – March 7, 2020

“God works through the events of life to bring about his own purposes … which are  
always for our good. … I never planned beyond ‘Entering.’ The journey … has been  

day-by-day, inch-by-inch. … I have spent a lifetime pursuing vocation.” 
(Quoted from Catherine’s 60th jubilee statement, Endeavor, September 18, 2004).

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love



Sister Anne Cecilia’s life was well grounded in a wide 
network of well cultivated roots. Born in Washington, D.C., 
she was proud to be a card-carrying member of the city’s 
Oldest Living Inhabitants Association. 
Baptized in St. Aloysius parish, Anne attended St. Martin’s 
School where she met the SNDdeN for the first time. She 
wrote: “The encounters I had with the Sisters there had a 
most significant effect on my life. I was inspired and awed 
by them and I knew that I wanted to become an SNDdeN.” 
Upon graduation from Notre Dame Academy (K Street), she 
entered on August 13, 1944, at Ilchester.
Anne’s 27 years in the classroom included stints in D.C., 
Maryland, New York, and Pennsylvania. She was a genius 
at teaching basic life skills. But she also recognized the 
importance of allowing room for creativity and fun. In 
the midst of these busy years, Anne earned an M.A. from 
Villanova University (Pa.) in American History. She knew 
the Constitution of these United States from A to Z, and 
was especially adept at tracing similarities and differences 
between current situations and those of centuries past.
 “After 27 years in the classroom,” Anne wrote, “I turned in 
my keys and my signal to take up the daunting task of being 
the Director of Financial Aid at Trinity College.” Anne 
found herself helping needy students develop practical 
financial-management skills. While for Anne, administering 

the various federal programs and Trinity’s own limited 
scholarship resources was always demanding, for the students 
she counseled her services unlocked doors of opportunity 
that would otherwise have been non-negotiable. 
After caring for her mother in Florida for four years, Anne 
returned to Trinity, expecting to retire there. But God had 
other plans. She happily joined other “retired” SNDs at the 
Notre Dame Education Center, tutoring adults without a 
high-school diploma as they prepared for GED exams … 

“a work that must be especially dear to St. Julie,” she wrote.
When Anne moved to Villa Julie in 2016, she became 
a “regular” whenever volunteers were needed to cover the 
Reception Desk. She took special joy from all her contacts 
with family, friends, former colleagues and one-time students 
by phone, email, notes and cards. 

“I am grateful,” she wrote last year at the time of her 75th 
jubilee, “for all the kindnesses shown to me by so many 
people over the past 75 years, and I pray that God will 
reward them abundantly. This is part of the ‘hundred-
fold’ that the Lord promised to those who have given up 
everything to follow him. I have been truly blessed.”  
As have we, for having shared Notre Dame life with this 
remarkable woman!

Excerpted from Reflections by Sr. Mary Ann Cook

Sister Anne Cecilia Coxen, SNDdeN
March 8, 1926 - April 11, 2020

“I recently turned 94. I am so happy that I came here to Villa Julie. Everyone is so kind, I want for nothing, and I am 
treated so well. The peaceful environment is a real gift. Through my prayers each day I remember the needs of our Sisters 

and their ministries, as well as the needs of our world, as my way of still participating in our mission.” 



It was when I started college that I realized what an outstanding education I had received 
from the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Trinity Elementary and High Schools in 
Maryland. I was more than ready for college and somewhat disappointed that the quality of 

teaching was far below what I had experienced in my earlier education.
A graduate

I so appreciate hearing about the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur! I think and pray for 
the SNDs and all they did for me while I was a student at Ss. Joachim and Anne School. 

My faith’s foundation, my love for God, my call to serve others is all due to the Sisters.  
They are the best. I pray to St. Julie and am grateful for my connection to the SNDs in my 
life. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

A graduate

The Sisters put the emphasis on producing young, catholic, educated women. [They] 
believed that the young women in their college could, if they wished, choose [any]vocation. 
They made certain that we knew what was going on in the world … there was openness to 
intellectual differences. The Sisters communicated that they believed ‘you can do more in 
this world than you think.’ I had never looked at myself that way, and it opened up so many 
possibilities for choices. 

 A graduate of Trinity (College) Washington University

.
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“Above all, do not lose your 
peace of soul in the midst of 
all your troubles.”

– St. Julie Billiart
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