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MINISTRY MEMORIES
As you recall the various ministries in which you have served, which one stands out as having had
the greatest impact on your life, influenced you the most, or changed you in some way?

Two very seasoned Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur—Agnes McBryan and Paula Laschenski—
responded to this question and we are delighted to share their responses.

Sister Agnes treasures a beautiful book of expressions of
gratitude which the women from the Bridgeport program
gave her when she left for Rome.

Sister Agnes McBryan, SNDdeN
For many years Sister Agnes McBryan taught in every
grade and high school, and most assignments lasted
one or two years. But having gone through all those years,
she knew that teaching at those levels was not really her
“thing.” “I didn’t realize that I was doing it simply because
I was told to do it.” A stint as Personnel Director for the
Maryland Province provided a window into how enjoyable
it could be working with adults.
continued on page 14

Sister Paula Laschenski next to one of the beautiful bulletin
boards she creates to inform and entertain the community.

Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN
When the “windows of the Church” opened with
Vatican II, Sister Paula Laschenski welcomed in a new
stage in her educational ministry. For 21 years, Paula
taught in grade schools in New York, Washington, D.C.,
and Maryland. In the late sixties, she was offered the
opportunity to prepare for a ministry which would use
her abilities in new ways. She noted: “With the help of
Sister Sheila Doherty, Director of Personnel, I was thrilled to
be able to study at the University of Indiana in Audio/Video
Production.”
continued on page 15
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I must begin by wishing you a happy New Year.
With all my heart I wish it to be a year
overflowing with graces and blessings.
(St. Julie)

Dear Friends,

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur send each of you New Year’s greetings and prayers that 2021
will be filled with all the blessings you most need and desire.

Although 2020 has been left behind, the New Year has brought with it many of the same challenges.
In this issue we hope to share with you the bright spots, the gifts and graces that have been, and still
are, ours to appreciate.
The months of lockdown have given us opportunities to reflect on many of those gifts and graces.
Several Sisters at Villa Julie share in this issue the significant, grace-filled ministries that have a
special place in their memories today.
Through the fall and winter the Sisters at Villa Julie have had many opportunities to celebrate
holidays and feasts—both solemn and not so solemn! You can join in the fun vicariously through
the variety of photos in this issue. And Sisters in other parts of the world have had reason to
celebrate events which you will read about.

Zoom has become a household word among the SNDdeN and Sisters have given many hours to
ministry by Zoom; meetings by Zoom; special prayer services by Zoom; education and reflection on
crises of our time like racism, climate change, elections by Zoom; participation in memorial Masses
and burials by Zoom! We try to convey the content of some of these Zooms here—with words
and photos!

There have been times of sadness, as well. Departures from familiar homes and from this earthly life
have been part of these months as well.

As we move into this year of 2021, we count on one another to do all we can to stem the ongoing
spread of COVID-19; we count on one another to keep acknowledging the blessings that can
be found even in these challenging times; and we count on one another to nourish a spirit of
reconciliation and unity wherever it is needed.

You can count on our prayers of petition and gratitude for you who play such a significant role in our
life and ministry. We have received innumerable assurances of your support in small and large ways
and remain always most grateful.
In Notre Dame,

NEW ADDRESS

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor
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Sister M. Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN
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Halloween Fun
Pumpkin painting party provided décor for Halloween festivities.

Nurse Kim Sandosky wins first prize with help from Sister Maura Prendergast, SNDdeN.
Catherine Shanahan
wins second prize for
her pumpkin that weeps
about the pandemic!
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Halloween Fun – continued
While really missing the
usual crowd that joined
us for Halloween fun,
the Sisters at Villa Julie
managed to entertain
one another.
Witches gather round the table!
Do you recognize Sister Catherine
Shanahan and Sister Mary McFadden?

And other goblins join the party–
from left: Sisters Monica Belber,
Anne McDonald, Paula Laschenski,
Janet Cahill.
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Any Excuse for a Party
Early December means it’s time for a tree
decorating party. As one big family, the
Sisters at the Villa assemble—all 19—for
the decorating of the large Christmas tree,
freshly cut by Joe and Tim Salkeld, and
holding pride of place in the great hall of
the “Mansion.”

Villa Julie staff provided refreshments,
including delicious egg nog (with and
without), although this year none
could be homemade goodies!

Tim Salkeld goes high while Sisters Mary McFadden, Monica
Belber and Mary Anne Cook tend to the lower branches.

Sister Monica Belber considers where to place the ball
while Sister Anne McDonald looks for one she likes!

Decorating finished, Sisters enjoy refreshments.
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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SNDdeN-Affiliated “Heritage Schools”
Spread the Goodness of God
MARYVALE PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Lutherville, Maryland 
For Maryvale’s Thanksgiving outreach this year, students partnered with the
Julie Community Center, located in Southeast Baltimore. The Middle School
adopted 50 senior citizens supported by the Julie Center and with their families
will provide the seniors with requested items. Meanwhile, the Upper School
reached out to help families of students from local elementary schools with
needed groceries.
The Julie Community Center, founded by the SNDdeN in 1975, is a multi-purpose,
non-profit community organization involved in advocacy, education and
organizing, with special dedication to the poor.

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME
Villanova, Pennsylvania 
On a cold October 31, over 100 students of Notre Dame Academy,
Villanova participated in the annual “Walk for Water.” This event
specifically raises money for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and
all our efforts to provide clean drinking water in developing countries.
Students, faculty, administrators and parents celebrated a beautiful fall
day at Notre Dame as they gave thanks for God’s gracious goodness.

The “Walk for Water” concluded, these and other photos will tell about the event to the entire Villanova family
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Heritage Schools – continued
TRINITY SCHOOL
Ellicott City, Maryland
On Monday, November 23, the Trinity School
community in Ellicott City, Maryland came together
virtually to celebrate their many blessings. In
addition, the community gave thanks for the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who have given
Trinity firm roots and many opportunities to reach
towards heaven.
In a special prayer service, those present offered
thanks for the school and the legacy of the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur. During the prayer service,
one of the 100+ year old oak trees was dedicated to
honor the charism and mission of the Sisters that
have been alive and impactful for 79 years at
Trinity School.
Through their faith and trust in the Good God,
these amazing women have touched the lives of
so many. Their ministry and mission of proclaiming God’s goodness in faith and action, educating for life so that
students may reach their God-given potential, building community and service to others, and embracing diversity
are relevant today more than ever. The many Sisters that began their religious life here at the Ilchester campus
showed courage and strength through their action, in transforming differences and inequities of their time through
the ministry of education. Our Trinity Family embraces these values and lives them every day.
This campus is alive with the spirit of St. Julie and the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. The mighty oak tree
symbolizes their strength, courage, resilience and protection that have blessed this campus for many years.
Ms. Marguerite Conley, President

Addressing Another “Pandemic” – by Zoom

The fishnet symbolizes the tangled web of racism in which we are
all caught. The mythological bird represents sankofa, a West African
word meaning “the past serves as a guide for the future.”

Echoes of the words, “I can’t breathe” permeated the
two anti-racism sessions sponsored by the SNDdeN
Anti-Racism Team (ART). The ART invited Sisters and
Associates to set aside time for a corporate reflection
on the reality of systemic racism in our own lives and
to discuss the racial pandemic that has existed in this
country for over 400 years and recently erupted with
the murder of George Floyd. About 125 SNDdeN and
Associates have participated in two sessions, the first in
June and the second in August. The next phase will include
the formation of smaller groups which the ART hopes will
provide “time for deeper reflection, forming relationships
of trust where we can speak honestly, and moving to
further reflection and action.”
– From SNDBase Communities “Connections,”
October 2020

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Spotlight on the Border
Ministry to Immigrants in Arizona during COVID-19
Determined to serve the Hispanic community, Sisters Nancy Wellmeier
and Olivia Pacheco continue their ministries in various locations and by
Zoom in Mesa, Arizona. At a nearby parish, they resumed free in-person
classes in English and citizenship. Using the Mesa convent carport, Nancy
helps people apply for citizenship and for green card renewals. She is also
completing some cases, started years ago, for family reunification.
Now in their 11th year, Nancy and Olivia volunteer weekly as interpreters
at a Mission of Mercy free health clinic. Involved in Refugee Aid, an
interfaith group, they collect food and clothing for small Latino Protestant
churches to distribute at their food banks. The Diocese of Mexicali, Mexico,
has five shelters for people waiting to request asylum in the United
States. The Diocese keeps a storage unit on the U.S. side of the border for
donations. Every three weeks, Nancy and Olivia make the 5-hour drive to
Calexico to deliver beans, rice and oatmeal to the storage unit.
Using Zoom, Nancy teaches courses to the Hispanic community. Working
with the Crosier Fathers, she presented sessions on Conflict Resolution to
nine English speakers and is teaching courses in Spanish to 24 graduates
of the diocesan Kino Adult Faith Formation programs who want to be
spiritual directors. Through the Kino Institute, Nancy taught a day-long course, “Ecumenical and Interfaith Realities,” in
Spanish to 14 students. Recently Nancy said, “I think that Olivia and I are busier now than before COVID-19!”
by Rita Sturwold, SNDdeN

Update on the Texas Border during COVID-19
For the last two-and-a-half years, over 40 Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur have given volunteer time and service to immigrants arriving at
our southern border. From early 2018 through to March of 2020, we have
been present to the immigrants at both the Humanitarian Respite Center
in McAllen (Catholic Charities) and subsequently in the Refugee Tent Camp
in Matamoros, Mexico, over the bridge from Brownsville, Texas.

Sisters Betty Smoyer, Denise Curry and Loreta
Jordan advocate for immigrants in Washington

We cannot travel to the Border due to the COVID-19 risk, which is
extremely high in Border cities; and even if we were to travel south we
are not permitted to go over the bridge INTO Mexico to help the families
still in the camp. However, we have remained in contact with two groups
which find ways to get needed supplies to the refugees in the camp:
Team Brownsville and Global Response Management.

We channel donation money that we receive to both of these groups on
a regular basis. The needs in the camp have grown increasingly vital as hurricane season brought heavy rains, floods, mud,
rats and other vermin. Their fragile tents were destroyed and needed to be replaced. The Rio Grande flooded the camp and
caused a number of drownings.

We plan to return to the Border as soon as the COVID-19 situation permits us to reassess how we can best contribute to a
hopefully less inhumane situation. We will also join lobbying groups like NETWORK to work with the new administration in
its efforts to roll back the more inhumane immigration policies now in place.
by Mary Alice McCabe, SNDdeN
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From Around the SNDdeN World
Left, Sisters Consuelo del
Rosario Zapata Crisanto,
Juana Rivera Jara,
Miriam Montero Bereche
(Canonical Moderator)
and Mon Edinson Farfán
Córdova at the Jubilee
in Tambogrande as the
statue of St. Julie is
enthroned in the
parish church.

Peru/Nicaragua
Peru/Nicaragua is a small Unit, with nine Sisters: five
Peruvian Sisters, three Sisters from the U.S. and one
postulant—the first Nicaraguan. In Peru, the Sisters live
in two places: Lima, the capital, in a shantytown called
Las Delicias de Villa and Tambogrande, in the north of Peru.
In Nicaragua they are in Matagalpa and in Mulukukú.

As a follow-up to the eco-forum the Sisters were
interviewed on local television. Pictured below are Sisters
Miriam Montero Bereche, Consuelo del Rosario Zapata
Crisanto and Juana Rivera Jara, who presented as a panel.

This year marked the 50th Anniversary of when the first
SNDdeN arrived in Peru. In the middle of the pandemic, the
Sisters found ways to celebrate with the motto: “Walking
with the good God and with the people in our common
home.” Every celebration was done as a continuous act of
thanksgiving. On September 19, they held a virtual “ecoforum” to reflect on caring for the environment. A virtual
Triduum of prayer was held and on the 26th of September
a Jubilee Mass celebrated by Monsignor Edinsón Farfán
Córdova, a man who loves Saint Julie very much and who
knows the SNDdeN spirituality. Celebrations concluded on
December 12, with the enthronement of a statue of Saint
Julie in the parish church, Saint Andrew of Tambogrande.
Statues are an important part of Peruvian
spiritually. Here, Sister Consuela and
members of the Sisters’ prayer group
stand with the statue of Julie enthroned
in the parish church.
– From ND International, Volume VI, No. 3
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From Around the SNDdeN World
Meanwhile, in Nicaragua …
... unwelcome visitors arrived in Hurricanes Eta and Iota. From Mulukukú, Nicaragua,
Sister Sandy Price (pictured here) reported that, “Both hurricanes hit our region more
fiercely than did Mitch. In our zone on the first day after Iota passed through we
had reports of some 30 schools damaged. Crops are all damaged just as the harvest
was beginning to be collected. Many, many homes lost part or all of their roofs and
the continual rain soaked everything inside. Many families had seed stored for the
December planting of corn and beans. The seed has been ruined, too. In one of the
rural communities a landslide buried a family of four.”

“Crops are all damaged just as the harvest was beginning to be
collected. Many, many homes lost part or all of their roofs and the
continual rain soaked everything inside. Many families had seed
stored for the December planting of corn and beans. The seed has
been ruined, too.”
Sister Sandy Price, SNDdeN
Mulukukú, Nicaragua

And from Matagalpa in Central Nicaragua, Sister Rebecca Trujillo noted:
“… Iota, a category 5 hurricane that hit Nicaragua, made world headlines as
the 30th hurricane of the season. Hermana (Sister) Sandy and I are fine, and
members of Special Families (Foundacion Familias Especiales de Santa Julia
Billiart (FE) of the Dioceses of Matagalpa, Nicaragua, who give support to
families who have children with disabilities) are well after two Category 5
hurricanes hit Central America two weeks apart. Fortunately for us, the
mountains saved our city, but the East Coast is completely devastated. We are
working now with Hermana Sandra to find ways to help the people in these
hardest-hit areas.”
Right, a father saves his child on the East Coast of Nicaragua after the hurricanes.

First Brazilian SNDdeN: RIP
Sisters throughout the Congregation send condolences to our SNDdeN in
the Brazil Province, on the death of our first Brazilian Sister, Severina Ramos
(Raminha) do Nascimento. Raminha entered the Congregation on
February 2, 1992; she made her First Vows on September 8, 1996, only one
month after the closing of the 1996 General Chapter.
In the November 1996 issue, Notre Dame International featured the First Vow
Day of Raminha. (Notre Dame International, Volume 4, Number 1, Nov. 1996 (p. 9)
Sister Raminha went to God on November 14, 2020.
10

Endeavor • Winter 2021

Farewell Rituals in a Time of COVID-19
For everyone, bidding farewell to loved ones who have died during this pandemic
has taken new forms. Several Sisters were honored in a way similar to that of
Sister Corinne Manzi’s farewell, pictured below.
Left, Sisters gather at Villa Julie to bid farewell to
Sister Corinne.

Right, Sister Josita Colbert leads the prayer.
In background, Sisters Marlene Biasiello,
Mary Donohue and Edithann Kane.
Left, Sister Patricia Chappell, from the EW Province
Leadership Team, blesses the cremains of Sister Corinne.

Right, at the cemetery on the cold and windy
hill the Sisters prayed their good-byes.
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Living in God s’ all-encompassing love

Sister Corinne Marie Manzi, SNDdeN
June 11, 1931 – October 28, 2020
Who shall find a valiant woman, her value is beyond pearls.
Those who entrust their hearts to her have an unfailing prize.
She brings to all who know her good, not evil, all the days of her life.
She is girt about with strength and sturdy are her arms.
She enjoys the success of her dealings. …
Give her the reward of her labors,
And let her works praise her at the gates.

Adapted from Proverbs

This adaptation from Proverbs which Corinne used at her
mother’s funeral, was placed on her own memorial card.
Corinne, indeed, was a valiant woman.

Peter and Catherine (Romano) Manzi welcomed their only
daughter into their West Philadelphia, Pennsylvania home and
with her brother, Donald, they formed a loving family.

Recognizing the growing need for religious education, Sister
Corinne became professionally certified and in 1974 became
Director of Religious Education at St. Nicholas Parish in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. She spent the next 12 years in similar
roles in Baltimore and Norfolk, Virginia parishes.
Called in 1986 to be the Archivist for the Maryland Province,
Sister Corinne energetically pursued training in this new
field of endeavor. Although not attracted to the work, she
recognized its importance and for the next three years directed
her energies toward preserving and updating the history of the
province. Given her energetic spirit, Sister Corinne was also
able to continue Religious Education ministry at St. Michael
Parish in Mt. Airy, Maryland.

After a year of sabbatical at Boston College, Corinne
continued in Religious Education at St. Francis de Sales
Corinne met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at West
Church in Salisbury, Maryland. In 1996 until 2006 Corinne
Catholic Girls’ High School. On the occasion of her 70th
served as the Chesapeake Province Archivist, managing to
Jubilee she wrote: “I was mesmerized by their joy and simplicity.” keep her “toe” in religious education at St. Benedict Church
She entered in 1948, telling herself that she’d stay a short
in Baltimore.
time—“just long enough to get the idea out of my system.”
Corinne spent her last years at Maria Health Care Center
For 23 years, Sister Corinne dedicated herself to teaching and
where her physical needs were excellently attended. She
school administration. She taught in all three of the SNDdeN
learned her way around the computer and kept up with all the
schools in the diocese of Brooklyn, New York, and served in
news of the day. She wrote: “Now I find myself wondering
administration at the then Trinity Lower School in Ilchester,
how I can gratefully and joyfully make a return to the Lord for
Maryland, St. Francis Xavier in Washington, D.C., and at Holy this love and care!” That her gratitude was joyful goes without
Trinity School in Glen Burnie, Maryland. During these years,
saying. On October 28, Corinne succumbed to COVID-19.
she completed her first degree in English and French as well as We bid farewll to a much-loved valiant woman of joy.
a master’s degree in Administration and Curriculum.
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Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN
formerly Sister Paulina

April 3, 1923 - December 17, 2020
Born in Roxbury, Massachusetts to Mary Delaney and
Cornelius Curran, Cornelia entered the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur on August 4, 1940, at Waltham. After
almost 30 years of educational ministry in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New Hampshire and New York, as music
teacher as well as middle and junior high school teacher,
Cornelia embarked on a new form of ministry.
In 1971 she became an Aide at the then Villa Julie Infirmary
where she was also Director of Activities. The Maryland
Province was her new “home.” Cornelia became a Certified
Occupational Therapist in 1975 and for the next 25 years
served at Villa Julie Infirmary and Stella Maris Nursing
Home in various roles.
At the age of 68, Cornelia enrolled in the Johnston School of
Practical Nursing. She later wrote: “It was a one-year program
and without question was the hardest year of my later adult
life. In the end, it became the best thing I ever did for myself.”
For the next 15 years, Cornelia ministered as an LPN at
Villa Julie Infirmary and then at Maria Health Care Center,
Of New England stock – I, quite hearty and strong
Living and growing, as years move along.
Nurtured and fashioned by change and by season
Transplanted to Maryland, in God’s plan – a reason.
Thirty years among you, – not meant for reversing
Stretching and searching from teaching to nursing.

sponsored by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. At age 86,
Cornelia reduced her hours to part-time, although she soon
added volunteering three evenings a week!

Finally, in 2017, Cornelia really retired and returned to her
native Massachusetts where she lived at Notre Dame duLac,
an assisted living facility in Worcester, Massachusetts. With
declining health, she was transferred to the adjacent Notre
Dame Long Term Care Center. As she celebrated 80 years
of SND life, Cornelia wrote: “Today, I immerse myself in
the gift of life; being present in the moment and working on
letting-go and letting God. And I’m able to help the people
around me feel good about themselves.” Hundreds of people
can attest to her ability to do that.

This past summer, Cornelia survived the coronavirus,
although it took its toll on her. This remarkable, wise and
deeply loved woman went peacefully into new life on
December 17.

She herself best summarized a large portion of her life on the
occasion of her 60th Jubilee in 2000:

An LPN acquired at age sixty-eight
For an adventurous person – never too late.
Ministering now to frail, elderly women
With the art of nursing and skills I’ve been given.
Thankful to God for both family and friends
Living and loving, an SND, on to life’s end.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Sister Agnes McBryan, SNDdeN continued from page 1
When Agnes finished
that work, Sister Joan
Bland suggested that
she participate in the
Education for Parish
Service Program (EPS),
and Agnes discovered
how much fun ministry
could be! She also
discovered that there were
many things she could do
that she never dreamed of.

During the next year,
Agnes completed the
two year EPS program by taking classes four days a week,
rather than the usual two. Sister Joan recruited only the
best teachers for the curriculum that included scripture,
theology, church history and other courses that would
benefit lay people hoping to serve in their parishes. Agnes
was soon to find herself doing many new things!
Sister Joan really helped me stretch my horizons. At the end
of that year, she asked Sister Francis Butler and me to open
a program in the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia. Joan had
done all kinds of PR work so the first class was filled—all
women. Francis and I had a great time interviewing them,
a very diverse group of people. The Board for the program
included the pastors of the parishes from which the women
came, so we met them and visited their parishes. We were
also introduced to all the Diocesan offices and invited people
from those offices to talk about their services.

At Mass one day, the pastor presiding said to the class
during his homily: “Now remember that you are now more
educated than your pastor.” To her own amazement Agnes
chided him: “ You can’t say that. For one thing it is not true,
and if you think that, go get yourself educated.” In recounting
this, Agnes noted: “I would never have thought of talking to
a pastor that way—but it was my responsibility. And I was
comfortable doing it.”
Bridgeport, Connecticut was the next site for the EPS
program. Agnes amazed herself at how comfortable she
was opening and directing this program. The first year 30
women participated, joined the next year by another group
of about 30.
14
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I was changed by how I saw the women developing.
Having been a shy person myself, I could understand the
women who didn’t want to lead anything, but then did.
They developed real friends as women, not simply as wives
or mothers. And they shared their lives with each other. They
grew not only in the spiritual life but also in their personal
lives, they became confident, and so did I!

Sister Joan then asked Agnes to go to Rome. Sure, she
said! By now, she would go anyplace. Rome was another
totally new experience. There were great teachers from
many countries as well as participants from many countries,
but no native Italians! (Dear Reader, you have to ask Agnes
to tell of her years in Rome—the wonderful and unusual
experiences would take pages to recount.) In summing
up her EPS experiences, Agnes exuded enthusiasm and
gratitude.
After years of change in classroom teaching, here I was
12 years in the same program. I felt so much at home in
it. The whole process is what influenced me and made me
grow. From the beginning—just getting everything ready,
meeting the women, all that helped me and I owe it to Joan,
who extended my horizons.

“I was changed by how I saw the
women developing. Having been
a shy person myself, I could
understand the women who didn’t
want to lead anything, but then
did. They developed real friends
as women, not simply as wives or
mothers. And they shared their
lives with each other. They grew
not only in the spiritual life but
also in their personal lives, they
became confident, and so did I!”
–Sister Agnes McBryan, SNDdeN

Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN continued from page 1
In 1971, with an M.A.
This was a life-broadening
degree in Audio/Visual
Production for Education, experience for me. I was thrilled
Paula was hired through
to be able to use my new skills
a grant from LAHEC
to announce GOOD NEWS! ... We
(Lake Area Health
Education Center) in
would go out in the morning, or
Erie, Pennsylvania to
later afternoon and meet with the
work with a program
called Minority Health
migrant people and get to know
Education Delivery
them. It changed me as a person—I
System (MHEDS).

“

For years it was known
that the Spanish speaking
migrant community, mainly migrant workers, was in great
need of health care. Father Jan Olewin, director of the
Mission Office of the Erie Diocese, had asked St. Joseph
Sister Mary Norman Whitehouse, RN, Director of Health
Services at Villa Maria College to develop the MHEDS
program. This gradually became a total health care program
for Spanish-speaking immigrants working in migrant
camps. Funding was a major issue, and Sister Paula’s role
was to educate others about the good work the program
was doing and so justify requests for ongoing funding.

By attending meetings and visiting migrant camps in
the tri-county area of New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio,
Paula was able to successfully demonstrate the value of the
program. Upon her departure from Erie, an article in the
local paper noted: “Sister Paula Laschenski … is leaving
Erie with a rich testimonial of her work … offering the
general public a comprehensive account of the aims and
purposes of the minority health delivery system.” This
she accomplished with a videotape documentary of the
MHEDS Program; a colored slide presentation of the
MHEDS Program; and a movable black and white picture
display documenting the program—shown in seven
different locations throughout Erie.
This was a life-broadening experience for me. I was thrilled
to be able to use my new skills to announce GOOD NEWS!
To think that I was able to use what was in me and share
it! We would go out in the morning, or later afternoon and
meet with the migrant people and get to know them. It
changed me as a person—I just wanted to use what I had

just wanted to use what I had to
help others. I had entered the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
because we cared about the poor
and I wanted to assist the poor
and marginalized in some way.”

–Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN
to help others. I had entered the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur because we cared about the poor and I wanted to
assist the poor and marginalized in some way.
It helped me know I had something to give. I knew I had
entered an educational order and I expected to teach—and
I was perfectly happy with that. But when this opportunity
opened up it was way beyond my hopes as to what I could
do with the innate gifts God had given me. I wanted to
develop and use them in some way for others.
Paula went on to use her gifts in various other dioceses,
as well as at Trinity College Library, in the Mission
Education Center of the SNDdeN, and in the
Tri-province Development Office. These days she
continues to keep the Sisters at Villa Julie up-to-date
on current issues with an attractive, often changing,
bulletin board.
“Basically I am an educator—I want to share knowledge in an
attractive way,” she says. There is no doubt that she has
done just that for more than 60 years!
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
P.O. Box 157
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

“I must begin by wishing you a happy New
Year. With all my heart I wish it to be a year
overflowing with graces and blessings.”
– St. Julie Billiart

The Sisters at Villa Julie Residence wish
all our donors a Happy and Blessed New Year.

Front row (l-r): Sisters Mary McFadden, Barbara Worn, Benedicta Chang, Joan Mary Hill, Agnes McBryan, Frances McCann,
Dorothy McCormick, Patricia Hoeflich; vignette: Sister Janet Cahill
Second row (l-r): Sisters Mary Renz, Anne McDonald, Catherine Horan, Catherine Shanahan, Paula Laschenski, Joan Urban
Top row (l-r): Sisters Collette Didier, Edithann Kane, Monica Belber, Mary Ann Cook

