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In the summer of 1947, Sister Provincial Rosalia of the 
Blessed Sacrament purchased Seven Oaks, a house on  
80 acres of property, built in 1902. Renamed Villa Julie, 
this was to be a convalescent home for the infirm and 
aged Sisters. 
As the number of Sisters increased, so did the number 
of older Sisters. In the late 1950s, a large extension was 
added, sufficient to provide a home for 28 Sisters as well 
as staff and nursing offices.
Fast forward to 2021. Sisters of Notre Dame and staff 
gathered on January 21 to receive some unexpected 
news: This year, 2021, is the last year the Villa will be a 
residence for the Sisters. All the Sisters and staff were 
aware that a study was underway to determine the 
viability of the Villa and that there was the possibility of 
closure in a few years; nevertheless it was not expected  
so soon.
The Villa Julie Futures Committee, comprising members 
from the three U.S. provinces, had been meeting for 
more than two years. During this time they conducted 
two surveys with the Sisters most likely to come to  
the Villa, and reviewed information about the finances 
and personnel involved in operating and maintaining 
Villa Julie. They also sought assistance from the  
National Religious Retirement Office to help guide  
their deliberations toward making a recommendation 
about the future of the Villa.
The focus of all their considerations was the physical, 
emotional and spiritual care of our Sisters. In light of 
all the information gathered, it became clear that to 
maintain Villa Julie as a residence would not be the best 

use of community resources in providing good care for 
the Sisters. A facility capable of housing 28 Sisters now 
has a community of 13, and there is no evidence that this 
number will increase.

And so we embrace 
“New Beginnings.” 
We hope to 
celebrate the years 
at Villa Julie before 
the Sisters leave. 
And as they get 
settled in SNDdeN 

retirement residences in Ohio and Massachusetts as well 
as in a private facility in Baltimore, we will publish their 
new addresses. Meanwhile, the Sisters would appreciate  
your prayers for their well-being as they move through 
this period of transition, confident in the all-loving 
Good God and in the ongoing care of their Sisters in 
Notre Dame.

FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON
A TIME TO STAY AND A TIME TO MOVE
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I Dear Friends,

If you began with the cover page you already know that the Villa Julie Residence is closing.  
We hope it will be obvious from the articles you read that, while painful, the Sisters are all  
taking it in stride.

Of course, the pandemic has limited ministry for many of the Sisters in the Tri-Province area.  
So much is being done virtually that few photos are available. Nevertheless, we hope you will 
enjoy our accounts of celebrations, heritage school news and activities, Sisters’ stories of ministry, 
and a few other pieces that we hope you will find of interest.

What has been extremely difficult is the deaths of ten of our Tri-Province Sisters since the new 
year began. In some cases, their deaths followed a struggle with COVID-19; in others, already 
existing health conditions reached a critical point. 

In the midst of so much change and loss, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur continue to rely 
on God’s goodness, so often expressed by your generosity. What will not change is our desire and 
responsibility to provide for the care and needs of the Sisters, even as we continue to reach out to 
ministry with people often on the margins of society. Our deep gratitude for your spiritual and 
material support will remain as well.

The closing of Villa Julie will, of course, necessitate some adjustments in the Tri-Province 
Development Office., currently located at Villa Julie.  Look for more about that in the  
coming months.

All of us join with all the Sisters in assuring you, our partners in mission, of our grateful prayers  
for you and your loved ones.

In Notre Dame,

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor
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Sister Frances (Regina) McCann can be found most mornings on the second 
floor easy chair perusing the Washington Post—or napping! This reporter 
stopped to chat and was soon asking Fran if there were any particular missions 
that stand out for her as most significant in her life. What followed was an 
exchange filled with laughter. You, reader, need to imagine laughter after 
almost all of her responses!
Fran: I loved teaching school. I learned so much from so many people, from 
young people and from faculty members. It was really great. It was also 
providential that I ended up where I did. 
(With a little memory jogging, Fran’s responses said a lot about what she 
values—friendship and fun.) I was at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Ilchester and 
it was—oh, not so good. You know the priests who were in charge—there was 
no room to do anything. I write that one off! I liked it at Arthur Slade (former 
Holy Trinity) in Glen Burnie, but I can’t recall who was there. (Another memory 
jog: Wasn’t your good friend Sr. Mary Murphy there?)
Fran: I don’t remember. I’ll have to disguise my voice when I ask her. I do 
remember that whenever I was with her I liked it. She was a fun person and just 
so genuine. Her parents were wonderful, and she was faithful to the way she 
was raised. Gosh, you’re taking me back too many decades, decades, decades. 
It’s shocking! I liked it at St. Francis Xavier (in D.C.). Sister Peggy McCabe was 
there at the time and she was a fun person—very positive and upbeat. We had 
a good time. I was really fortunate with the people I was missioned with. Some 
Sisters lived with crabs—I don’t think I did. Oh my goodness!
When it was suggested that she is not crabby herself, Fran exclaimed: Oh, I can 
do it! I can do it! See that table—a disgrace. What would it take to straighten it? 
A minute and I’ve been looking at it all morning!
The conversation moved on to the present time and what is the hardest thing 
about getting older?
Fran: Seeing what it takes to get out of this position and on my feet! But I can’t  
really complain about that. One of the nice things is I can get in this chair early in  
the morning and still be here at 11:40. I bet many people would like to be in this 
chair. All you have to do is lean forward to get the next sheet of the newspaper. 
Of course, after three hours this chair is a butt killer! The best thing is living with 
so many wonderful people here at Villa Julie. There are so many nice people, and 
I’m worried about Sister who is slowing down so much. (I assured Fran that the 
Sister was better.) 
Fran: Oh, that’s good. She is such a wonderful person. (Just like you, I said). Oh, 
you make me nervous … when you sit down with the elbows on your knees like 
that I think, this is confession time. Is this going to end up in print? I am just so 
grateful. I love the SNDdeN and all they did to create wonderful community life. 
I’m so happy I met them. Now I’m getting nervous about what will be quoted. 
I wouldn’t quote anything terrible. Fran: I have explicit faith in you. Do you need 
a black marker?
Bringing the conversation to a close I asked Fran to let me know if she thinks of 
anything else she would like to say. Fran: “Good things, only good things.”

A LAUGHTER-FILLED CONVERSATION AT VILLA JULIE

Sister Frances (Regina) McCann, SNDdeN

“I love the SNDdeN 

and all they did to 

create wonderful 

community life. I’m 

so happy I met them.”
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MARVELOUS MINISTRY MOMENTS

Sister Anne McDonald, aka Annie, formerly Anne Michael, taught for 64 years, 
and enjoyed 99% of them. When asked if there was a particular mission that 
really stands out, that was very significant in your life, she answered without 
hesitation. Well, everything because I loved the kids, but the final mission in 
my life gave me a whole new look at people. I was concerned about teaching 
adults—I had only taught children. I was really anxious about whether I 
could do the job. 

The site was the Notre Dame Education Center on Q Street in Northeast 
Washington, D.C. which had been founded some years before by Sisters 
Joan Kerrigan and Joanne Schneberger, SNDdeN. I taught in the National 
Diploma Program. I had never taught adults before and I was concerned. 
Nevertheless, I came to love them all dearly. I taught math in the GED 
program (General Education Diploma) with some science included. Imagine 
the joy of the students when they realized how smart they were; especially 
because some came from difficult situations. They wanted to learn  
and advance. 

In the second year we relocated to the convent at St. Benedict the Moor 
parish where there was a Charter School named Thea Bowman. The empty 
convent was in need of a major clean-up. My sliding down the stairs taking 
the banister with me became the high point of the first day. Now, we had 
a sizeable computer room near Joan’s office, directed by a wonderful Afro-
American gentleman named Stanley Bell. Stanley ran a tight ship with 
patience and dedication. I’ll never forget him.

I was struck by the people. I had wonderful guys for math—Rob, who was in 
charge of a great big meat market; he was very bright, although math was a 
big problem. We had a girl from North Carolina sent by her grandmother to 
live in Washington. She had been put out of school. She was very, very good. 
Then there was Travis, who was there every day because she was there. I let 
them work together; they were both very smart.

Reggie was a minister. A 75-year-old woman, Dolores, a house mother for 
single women, also came to the program. She was very smart! Vera was 
from Ethiopia, a hostess at some big place in Washington. Her sons and 
daughters were all doctors and lawyers and in the D.C. government. She 
invited them to a “party”, but it was really her graduation. She came out in 
the traditional graduation gown for the ceremony. And then she witnessed—
thanking everyone. I was struck by how proud they were of her.

Anne spoke of how thankful the people were—different from how it is with 
young people! She had never been in school with Black people. This was her 
first time working with African-American people. This experience helped her 
to appreciate and admire them. I saw people were hungry for education. So 
many thought they were dumb—and they were not! Many had children in 
higher education, e.g. at Trinity Washington University.

I think of the Holy Spirit! And it connected me with the wonderful people  
with whom I worked.

Sister Anne McDonald, SNDdeN

“Imagine the joy of 

the students when 

they realized how 

smart they were; 

especially because 

some came from 

difficult situations. 

They wanted  

to learn  

and advance.”
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CELEBRATIONS IN THE MIDST OF COVID

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur Base Communities hosted a Happy New 
Year’s Day party by Zoom at the fashionable 3 o’clock afternoon hour. Sisters 
Marie Romejko (Ohio) and Betty Smoyer (Indiana) planned the afternoon, 
while Sister Christina Murphy (South Carolina) served as hostess, and Sister 
Maura Browne (D.C.), SNDBC’s techie guru, guided us from one point in the 
party to the next. An opening prayer welcoming the New Year, a lighthearted 
video, and a breakout room sharing with toasts started off the party with 
good cheer. A large group sharing with more toasts was followed by a reading 
from “Revelations of Divine Love” by Julian of Norwich that emphasized God as 
goodness and goodness as God.  After large group sharing on the reading, the 
formal program ended with a reading of “Joseph’s Carol.” Zoom then remained 
open for socializing, filled with laughter and repartee.

– Mary Hayes, SNDdeN

THREE “QUEENS”  
VIRTUAL PARTY  
(Recognize anyone?)

The words Zoom, virtual, pandemic and COVID-19 were not 
in our daily vocabulary when the three SNDdeN living at 
Heather Hill in Baltimore first invited Sisters, Associates 
and Notre Dame Mission Volunteers in the area to an 
Epiphany Sunday Open House. But the party tradition 
must go on! So, on January 3, more than 35 SNDdeN and 
Associates from all over the United States and one from 
Peru had a virtual Three Queens Epiphany Party.

Sisters Tracy Dill and Mary Donohue were the organizers. 
At the party, one of the founding Queens, Sister Mary 
McFadden (Villa Julie), treated us to a historic, poetic 
reflection on the Three Queens Party. Then donned in regal 

attire, this year’s queens, Sisters Mary Donohue (Sugar 
Loaf Court), Kathleen Haughey (Cable Street) and Edithann 
Kane (Villa Julie) arrived at just the right moment. Still 
exhausted from their desert journey, they reminded us of 
the significance of the day and led us in prayful sharing. 

Next, Sisters Catherine Horan (Villa Julie), Kathleen O’Brien 
(Cable Street), and Bobby English and Mary Alice McCabe  
(St. Matthew) took over, and brought laughter to the party 
with a variety of songs and games. Sister Ann Howard 
(Hyattsville) closed our gathering with a reading of T.S. 
Eliot’s “Journey of the Magi” and a blessing for us all. Next 
year at Cable Street, we hope!
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SCHOOLS CELEBRATE WITH THE SISTERS
Each year, the Academy of Notre Dame community celebrates the Sisters of Notre Dame on February 2, the anniversary of 
our founding. This year, the first week of February was the school’s inaugural “Mission Week,” an opportunity for the school 
community to pray, learn and honor the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. A special prayer service was held to honor the 
Sisters, as well as individual activities for the students to participate in during the week. There was also an opportunity for 
parents to learn more about the Sisters of Notre Dame and their charism via Zoom.

Students at Trinity School (Ilchester) helped the Sisters celebrate their special feast day by sending 
everyone at the Villa a very thoughtful note and special drawings. Several Sisters posted the picture 
at left on their bedroom doors. 

And we got a good laugh from the child who wrote: “It is truly inspiring all the work you do and the 
dedication you guys have.”

Meanwhile, Maryvale students focused on the Hallmarks of an SNDdeN Learning Community. For 
those studying virtually, there was a “Word Search” with a challenge to find the key words of the 
Hallmarks. Students on campus went in search of the key words displayed throughout the school. 
Prizes were promised, as was a special prayer service prepared by the 1804 committee of students.

CELEBRATIONS IN THE MIDST OF COVID

SISTERS CELEBRATE THE  
CONGREGATIONAL FEAST
The Sisters at Villa Julie celebrated their foundational feast on February 2, 2021, 
in lockdown! They found that they could identify a little with Julie’s many months 
of isolation and confinement due to illness. Without closed circuit TV to bring the 
Sisters together for prayer, Sister Mary Ann Cook left at each door a feast day 
prayer for morning and evening which she created and the community prayed 

“together” while apart! The dietary staff included a special dessert in the dinner 
brought to the Sisters’ rooms. Administrator Diana Brown delivered gift bags with 
puzzle books, candy and other comforting items.

NEW ADDRESSES
While we are sorry to lose the following Sisters from Villa Julie Residence, we are delighted to know that they are 
happily settled in their new homes!
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center  
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215
Sr. Patricia Hoeflich
Sr. Mary Renz
Sr. Joanne Schneberger
Sr. Joan Urban
Sr. Barbara Worn

Notre Dame Long Term Care Center 
559 Plantation Street 
Worcester, MA 01605
Sr. Janet Cahill
Sr. Mary McFadden

Sr. Helen Bellew has moved from  
Romilly Road:
Sr. Helen Bellew  
3120 Naamans Road. # T302 
Wilmington, DE 19810

St. Julie Billiart Residence Center 
30 Jeffreys Neck Road 
Ipswich, MA 01938
Sr. Monica Belber
Sr. Dorothy McCormick
Sr. Catherine Shanahan

Sr. Frances McCann  
Springwell Senior Living Community 
Rm #311 
2211 West Rogers Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21209
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THE HIGH HOLY DAY!
The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur never had a province in Ireland.  
That’s because all the Irish came to Villa Julie! (Well, not ALL of them) So, we had ...

MUCH CRAIC ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Although Valentine’s Day had to pass without any group fun, there was great craic at Villa 
Julie on St. Patrick’s Day. All the staff joined in the party, and everyone was Irish for the day. 
In Irish culture, Craic requires great company and lively conversation where everyone is 
involved, and we definitely had that.

From left: Sisters Frances McCann, Edithann Kane,  
Joan Mary Hill, Mary Ann Cook  

 From left: Sisters Anne McDonald, Catherine Horan,  
Monica Belber, Catherine Shanahan, and in 
background Aide Janice

 The Villa’s most senior  
Sister—Paula “O’Laschenski”—
steps out!

 From left: Sister Joan “McUrban,” Nurse Gini and Aide Janice

 From left: Sisters Dorothy McCormick, Agnes McBryan, 
Paula “O’Laschenski,” Benedicta “O’Chang”
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CELEBRATIONS IN THE MIDST OF COVID

A “STAY-CATION” IN HAWAII
Little did we know at Villa Julie Residence that in the afternoon of April 30 we would be transported to Hawaii. Thinking—
rightly—that in the midst of cleaning out precious mementos, books and photos, and packing up winter clothes, Villa Julie 
Sisters could use something to take their minds off their eventual move to other homes. Carmel Hall was transformed into 
a Hawaiian beach, complete with palm tree, coconuts, pineapples, good food and games.

At the “airport”:  
Back row, Paula, 
Catherine S., Dorothy, 
Janice, Agnes, Judy, 
Catherine H., Anne, 
Edithann, Tim Salkeld 
(maintenance), Mary Ann, 
Gini, Joan Mary, Fran. 
Front row: Diana Brown 
(Administrator) and 
Linda Myers—the  
party planners. 

 Sisters Edithann Kane (cap) and Paula Laschenski aim 
their balls toward the hoops held by Larry Dean (driver, 
shopper, friend) and Linda Myers (medical driver, etc. etc.)

 Sister Dorothy McCormick aims to roll the coconut into 
the pineapples in a great game of bowling.

 Sr. Agnes McBryan, Linda Myers, and Aide Janice Paris 
try to “Hula!”

 Catherine Shanahan, Judy Bush (Adm. Asst.), Dorothy 
McCormick and Anne McDonald try to unscramble  
the JUMBLES.
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A TIME TO LEAVE AND A TIME TO COME

From left: Sr. Maria Delaney, Sr. Helen Bellew, Dr. Dwyer,  
Sr. Edithann Kane

A FOND AND GRATEFUL FAREWELL
After seven years of outstanding 
leadership, Judith Dwyer, Ph.D., will 
conclude her service as Head of the 
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in 
Villanova, Penn. The Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur acknowledged  
Dr. Dwyer’s remarkable achievements 
during these seven years and expressed 
appreciation for the many ways in 
which she has fostered the charism and 
mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur. Her legacy and innovation 
will continue to inspire the young 
women of Notre Dame for generations 
to come.

Maryvale turned 75, and to celebrate this amazing 
milestone there was a Virtual 75th Birthday Bash and 
Silent Auction this past April. Fun virtual activities 
for everyone were held throughout the weekend. 
Attendees joined from the comfort of their homes on 
Saturday evening for a toast to Maryvale and some 
auction excitement! Party packages could be ordered 
for curbside pickup so “attendees” could celebrate with 
a delicious dinner!

Left, Maryvale’s school mascot poses with students

A Time to Welcome
The Board of Trustees unanimously approved the appointment of Dr. Laura M. 
Hotchkiss as the next Head of the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur, effective  
July 1, 2021. Dr. Hotchkiss not only brings a very accomplished resume but the  
heart, mind, spirit and faith to lead the community into the future. Dr. Dwyer noted:  
“I am confident that Dr. Hotchkiss will be an excellent Head of School as she leads  
the Academy and its future of great promise in the spirit of the pioneering legacy  
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.”

Dr. Laura M. Hotchkiss
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In June 2019, the Maryvale Board of Trustees approved a statement of commitment to Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI). 

As part of the school’s ongoing effort to address racism and promote diversity and inclusion in the 
school community, Ms. Kalea Selmon, the Director of DEI, provides many opportunities for students 
and faculty to develop attitudes and behaviors that respect these values. Maryvale has also provided 
an opportunity for Maryvale parents to join the group Parents and Alumnae for Inclusive Community. 
This group meets virtually on the second Tuesday of the month to discuss chapters of “How to be an 
Anti-Racist” by Ibram X. Kendi. 

Academy of Notre Dame, Villanova is also making efforts to confront racism 
in its community. Throughout the month of February, Ms. Tina Williams, the 

Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, provided opportunities for students to celebrate the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, along with the work of many others. 

NDA also invited Dr. Atiya Love as the 2021 Black History Month keynote speaker. Through her 
riveting presentation on “Where My Secret Lies: Empowering Young Women for Such a Time 
as This,” Dr. Love encouraged students to embrace their power as strong, capable, spirit-filled 
young women. Dr. Love explained how we are all called to agape—selfless, unconditional love—for 
ourselves, our families and all of humanity. We are committed to inclusion as we are committed  
to our faith, called to martial our unique and authentic gifts in service to others. 

On February 12, 2020, the 15th anniversary of the 
martyrdom of Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, we began 
a yearlong celebration of her life and legacy. Closures and 
quarantine have made it more difficult to celebrate how 
Sister Dorothy lives on in the work we do. … If this last year 
has shown us anything, it is that the people Dorothy loved, 
those born into poverty, are the ones who will continue 
to struggle first and most often if we do not change our 
attitudes toward one another and the systems we create  
in our world.

As our climate warms, subsistence farmers are losing arable 
land on which to grow the food that feeds their families, 
ecosystems are changing, water is rising and it is those who 
live in poverty who must migrate to find new places to make 
a living. This last year Covid death rates are highest among 
people living in poverty and that number is growing. For 
them, the Covid-19 vaccine availability mirrored our societal 
inequities. … Poverty, racism, health care, the environment 
are all part of a system. We are beginning to work on the 
whole instead of just the parts. Let us ask Sister Dorothy for 
her help as we move forward to address these issues. 

 – Teresa Philips, US E-Newsletter

“I have to fill myself up with scripture and the spiritual life  
so I have the grace to continue in the struggle.” 

– Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN

The Intersection of  
Poverty, Racism and  
the Environment

SNDdeN Affiliated Schools Embrace Efforts To Counter Racism

Kalea Selmon

Dr. Atiya Love
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Lois was a “Notre Dame girl” in the historical sense 
of the word. Her family was from Parkville and enrolled 
her in St. Ursula’s School in 1944. She always gave credit 
to the SNDdeN sisters living at St. Ursula Convent for 
inspiring her vocation to the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur. Lois joined the Sisters in August 1957 at Ilchester, 
Maryland.
Lois dedicated 60-plus years to teaching at the following 
schools, all located in Maryland with the exception 
of Blessed Sacrament School in Norfolk, Virginia: St. 
Camillus, Silver Spring; Little Flower, Great Mills; Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Ilchester; Holy Trinity, Glen 
Burnie; and then, full circle, back to St. Ursula, Parkville. 
Lois then began a ministry stint of close to 30 years at  
St. Louis Parish in Clarksville, Maryland.
When Lois was ready to retire from full-time teaching, 
she used her many educational and artistic skills to create 
a “first class” after school program for St. Louis. She 
directed, supervised and administered that program until 
her retirement. 
She left behind an excellent State-certified program. 
Better still, she took up permanent residence in the hearts 
of the children and adults of St. Louis.
Declining health necessitated a move to Mount Notre 
Dame Health Care Center in Cincinnati, Ohio in 2019. 
Following a bout with COVID-19, Lois went to God on 
the first day of 2021. Lois was, indeed, a “blessing” to all 
who knew her.

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love

By her own account, Anne Denise’s introduction to the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur was an artistic rendering 
of St. Julie’s mantra How good is the good God. It was, front 
and center, in her freshman homeroom at Notre Dame 
Moylan (PA). 
Anne entered at Ilchester, in 1949. By 1952, she was a  
newly professed SNDdeN standing in her own classroom, 
at St. Ursula’s, Parkville, Maryland. Over the next 12 years 
Anne served in four different schools (two in New York,  
two in Maryland). She taught all subjects at five different 
grade levels!
Anne was then sent to teach French at St. Maria Goretti 
High School in Philadelphia and then at Archbishop 
Spalding High School in Severn, Maryland. Her service 
during the next 11 years at Spalding was divided between 
teaching French and serving as Vice Principal. 
For 16 years, Anne served in higher education administra-
tion at Trinity College, Washington, D.C., first as an  
Administrative Assistant, and then as the Coordinator of  
a Title III Grant for comprehensive institutional assessment 
and planning. She also gave invaluable service as Secretary 
of the College and its Board of Trustees. 
In 1991, Anne accepted an assignment as Administrative 
Assistant in the Maryland Province Office. Her final 
ministry was at Trinity School, Ilchester, where she happily 
served as an “active retiree in the Development Office.”
Declining health sent Anne to Mount Notre Dame Health 
Care Center in Cincinnati in 2018. Following a bout of 
COVID-19, Anne died there on January 5. With her we 
celebrate, “How good is the Good God!”

Sister Lois Blessing, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Lois Marie)

October 13, 1937 – January 1, 2021

Sister Anne Denise Blake, SNDdeN
August 14, 1929 – January 5, 2021
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It was at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, 
Pennsylvania, that Teresa met the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur. Following graduation in 1947,  
she joined the Sisters, entering at the novitiate in  
Ilchester, Maryland. 
For 25 years Sister Teresa taught in elementary schools, 
high schools and junior college from New York to 
Washington, D.C. 
In 1973, Sister Teresa moved to Central Florida to 
minister among Haitian, African American and Latinix 
families who worked in minimum wage jobs in local fields 
and nurseries. She founded the Justice and Peace Office, 
which became the Apopka Family Learning Center, 
serving low-income children and single mothers.
Telling of Teresa’s death, Sr. Ann Kendrick wrote: 
“Stories abounded about Teresa’s fierce determination 
to get whatever she was after. She just would not take 
NO for an answer, EVER!” A list of her “demands” for 
God accompanied her to heaven: 1. Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform; 2. End to Racism and White 
Supremacy; 3. End to Hunger and Poverty; 4. Save the 
Environment; 5. Rights and Inclusion for People who 
Identify as LGBTQ; 6. Peace and Justice; 7. Change to 
the hearts of those in power positions. 
Sister Teresa McElwee, SNDdeN, 91, died at her 
residence in Apopka, Florida, surrounded by her loving 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and friends from the 
Apopka community who serenaded her into the next life 
with hymns in both Spanish and English. “Que bueno es 
el buen Dios!”

On the occasion of her 70th Jubilee Ann wrote: “I 
knew by age 9 that I wanted to be a ‘nun.’ … Then, at 
17, I had no idea why I chose to go to Trinity College in 
Washington, D.C. In April of my senior year, however, it 
came to me in the Chapel, with mysterious clarity, that I 
was to enter the Trinity SNDdeN.”
Sister Ann is remembered as a language teacher fluent 
in Spanish and French, a Dean of Students and a world 
traveler. In each of these roles she was motivated by her 
international orientation and her commitment to an 
intercultural way of life. In 1951, she joined the faculty of 
Trinity College. She taught and expanded the curriculum 
of the Spanish Department, served as Foreign Student 
Advisor, sponsored summer study trips for Trinity students 
and in 1965 led 14 Trinity students to Honduras for eight 
weeks where they worked among people who lived in 
wretched poverty. 
After two years in administration for the Province, she 
served at the United States Catholic Mission Association 
where, as Associate, she travelled to five continents and 
visited 176 countries. After leaving USCMA, she served 
for five years as Director for Healthcare for the Homeless 
in D.C. 
In her “retirement” years Ann taught as an adjunct 
professor at four different educational institutions, 
including her treasured teaching experience at Casa  
de Maryland. 
After a bout with COVID, Sister Ann completed her 96 
years on this earth, lovingly cared for at Mount Notre 
Dame Health Care Center in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Sister Teresa McElwee, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister John Christine)

October 2, 1929 – January 7, 2021

Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Frances)

June 17, 1924 – January 8, 2021
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One of 10 children, Sister Patricia learned early on to  
live “in community” with its blessings and challenges.  
The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur came into Pat’s life 
when she began 9th grade at Little Flower High School  
in Philadelphia.
After graduating in 1944, she entered the Sisters of  
Notre Dame de Namur at Ilchester, Maryland.
Upon completing her novitiate, Pat was sent to teach 
middle grades in Ridgewood, New York and at St. Francis 
Xavier in Washington, D.C. Over the next 21 years, Pat’s 
missions would take her to Notre Dame High School in 
Moylan, Pennsylvania; West Catholic High and St. Maria 
Goretti High, both in Philadelphia; and to Notre Dame 
Academy in D.C. 
With Pat’s facility in the Spanish language she was 
then missioned to St. Camillus School in Silver Spring, 
Maryland where she coordinated a Spanish program. From 
there she served at Our Lady of Monserrate Mission 
Chapel in Brooklyn, New York, where she served a largely 
Puerto Rican faith community for 18 years. 
From 1992 until 1997 Pat coordinated an experimental 
community of active-retired SNDdeN at St. Rose of Lima 
in a different Brooklyn in Baltimore—while also serving 
as the Maryland Province’s Coordinator of Notre Dame 
Associates. 
When the community relocated, Pat moved to St. Ursula, 
Parkville, Maryland. During the next 17 years, she 
introduced Spanish into the school curriculum and worked 
in the school office, while nurturing groups of Associates 
along the East Coast. 
Pat’s final years—first at Villa Julie and then at Mount 
Notre Dame—were spent the way she had lived her entire 
life. As her eyesight and hearing failed, she spent more and 
more time in prayer. To the very end, it was God’s Spirit 
that stirred her!

Patricia (her baptismal name), the O’Connors’ only 
child, was warmly welcomed to First Grade at Ss. 
Joachim and Anne in Queens Village, N.Y. by Sr. 
Magdalene Marie, who made a lasting impression 
on her: “She treated all of us like little ladies and 
gentlemen,” Sister Margaret remembered. “It was a 
grand experience! I often told her later on that she  
was the big reason why I decided—in the first grade— 
that I wanted to be like [her] and become a Sister of 
Notre Dame!” 
Sister Margaret’s first assignment was to Grade 8 at  
St. Catherine of Genoa, Brooklyn, N.Y. Upon completing 
her B.S. in Math and Physics, she spent the next 45 years 
teaching Math, first at Norfolk Catholic High School, 
in Norfolk, Va. where integration was being strongly 
resisted—although not at Norfolk Catholic! From there 
she went as Science Teacher to Archbishop Ryan High 
Girls School, Philadelphia, Pa.
Margaret’s final 35 years of teaching found her in the 
Math department at St. Francis Prep, Queens, N.Y. This 
was a “League of Nations” she said, and they formed a  
rich community.
During these years, Margaret’s local SNDdeN community 
at St. Julie Convent in Westbury shared “prayer and 
outreach” with the surrounding faith community, 

“hopefully bringing us all closer to the good God,” she said. 
She was also able to reach out in supportive ways to her 
aging parents in their last years. 
In 2013, experiencing memory problems, Margaret moved 
from Westbury to Mount Notre Dame Health Center, 
where she shared in the Sisters’ ministry of prayer, entered 
into activities with enthusiasm, and remained ever grateful 
to be a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.

Sister Patricia Murray, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister William Marie)

April 10, 1926 – January 9, 2021

Sister Margaret O’Connor, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Thomas Margaret)

April 11, 1930 – February 15, 2021
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Cecilia Jean Prendergast, a native Baltimorean, met the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Trinity Preparatory 
School in Ilchester, Maryland. Upon graduation in  
1952, she simply moved over to the novitiate building  
on the property!
As a newly professed SNDdeN, Sister Maura taught for 
three years as a primary and elementary teacher at St. 
James, Mt. Rainier and St. Camillus, Silver Spring, both 
in Maryland. From 1958 to 1964, at Notre Dame High 
School in Moylan and the Academy of Notre Dame at “the 
Square” she taught French, English, Latin and Religion.
Trinity College (now University) claimed her in 1964, 
where she taught French for the next 40 years. A colleague 
remarked: “I have rarely met an individual who combines 
such high qualities of head and heart … with a true spirit 
of poverty, she is lavish with everything she receives … 
combining brilliance in her field with genuine human 
concern for the welfare of her students and colleagues.” 
Maura had a particular gift for mentoring international 
students and was loved by friends from around the world!
In her retirement, Maura continued at Trinity, providing 
food, friendship and fun for the SNDdeN community 
as supervisor of kitchen operations and all things related 
to good nourishment for the Sisters. Through all those 
years, Maura was always available to serve her Sisters in 
community, doing much to ensure that they had more than 
a place to live but a home. She was equally generous to the 
SNDdeN international community as a translator at  
many meetings.
With the closure of the convent at Trinity in 2016, 
Maura moved to Villa Julie Residence. Declining health 
necessitated a final move in October 2020 to Mount Notre 
Dame Health Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. We give thanks 
to our Good God for all our memories of her love for us!

Rita was born to Ruth and John Buddeke, Jr., in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1921, several years after the death  
of John, Ruth remarried. Not long after, the family moved 
to Washington, D.C. 
Rita met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at the 
Academy of Notre Dame (K Street), where her SNDdeN 
teachers made a lasting impression on her. At Trinity 
College she completed degrees in Math and Chemistry 
and once again came under the influence of the SNDdeN. 
Her M.A. in Math from the Catholic University came 
with a minor in Physics. With a foundation for teaching 
all three sciences at secondary level, Miss Buddeke took a 
year to try her wings in the classroom. Teaching alongside 
SNDdeN at Trinity Preparatory School, on the same 
campus as the novitiate, became the perfect segue for her 
entrance into our congregation on August 15, 1939. Later 
she earned a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology.
Following her first profession, Rita taught at Trinity Prep 
and Notre Dame, Moylan. She later became supervisor  
of secondary schools in the Maryland Province; taught  
at undergraduate and graduate levels; and eventually  
was in higher-education administration. “On the side,”  
she managed to co-author two widely acclaimed  
biology textbooks.
As Vice President for Academic Affairs at Strayer College 
in Washington, D.C., she played a leading role in securing 
that institution’s Middle States Accreditation. She was 
also the first woman to be appointed Academic Dean of 
the DeSales School of Theology in D.C. 
Rita was always a staunch friend, always faithful to 
community prayer, and yes, always ready for a party! In  
her later years at Mount Notre Dame, Rita came to be 
seen as a gracious, silent presence with a welcoming smile. 
How richly deserved is her rest in the Good God after 
104 years!

Sister Maura Prendergast, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Maura Anthony)

January 23, 1934 – February 25, 2021

Sister Rita Buddeke, SNDdeN 
October 7, 2016 – March 25, 2021
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Seton Cunneen was born in Orange, New Jersey to 
Raymond and Elizabeth Cunneen. She met the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur when she came to Trinity College 
in 1961. Upon her graduation in 1965, she entered the 
SNDdeN, with a degree in Greek and Latin. For three 
years she chaired high school Latin departments in Georgia 
and Pennsylvania. In 1971, with a master’s degree, she was 
appointed chair of the Classics department at Trinity.
Drawn to a more pastoral approach to the young women 
whom she taught, Seton attended Fordham University 
obtaining a master’s degree in Religious Studies with a 
focus on Campus Ministry. From 1985 until 1995 she 
revitalized the Campus Ministry Program at Trinity, 
providing for the young women experiences of community, 
liturgy and service among marginalized people.
For the next 20 years, the young men at Gonzaga College 
High School benefitted from her Ethics classes and 
especially from her work as Director of Christian Service 
Programs.
Her “presence” to every person she met inspired students  
as did her joy, compassion and empathy. Seton loved a  
good time; and she was deeply committed to work for  
social justice.
Declining health led to Seton’s move to the Mount Notre 
Dame Health Care Center in Cincinnati, after a brief time 
at Villa Julie Residence in Baltimore.
Although recovered from COVID, the virus seriously 
compromised her health and on Palm Sunday this 
remarkable woman went to God whose goodness she 
witnessed to all her life.

Sister Ann Julie was the only girl born into an Irish 
family, blessed with two brothers and loving parents  
from Tipperary and County Down, Ireland. Convinced 
that she had a vocation to religious life, Ann Julie 
entered the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Ilchester, 
Maryland at age 23, not long after she first met them. It 
was November 15, 1949.
After her years of novitiate, Ann Julie served in schools 
at all levels, as teacher, administrator or campus minister. 
Educational institutions in the dioceses of Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia, Atlanta and Baltimore enjoyed her presence. 
In the Rockville Centre diocese, she served as a parish 
Director of Religious Education and as Pastoral Minister to 
Long Island migrant communities. For 23 years she worked 
at St. Anthony High School in Huntingdon, New York.
In her retirement years, Sister Ann Julie continued to be 
present to whomever came her way, to listen, to empathize, 
and to be a compassionate presence. Visits to those in  
need, a telephone and email ministry all enabled her to 
serve others.
Reflecting on her life on the occasion of her 70th Jubilee 
in 2019, she wrote: “Becoming a daughter of Julie was an 
experience that changed my life. No matter where I was 
sent on mission, Julie’s inspiration helped me to place my 
trust, day by day, in God’s goodness.”
Sister Ann Julie was in her home at St. Julie Convent in 
Westbury, N.Y. when God came for her. No doubt, she is 
now in the arms of the God who is so good.

Sister Seton Cunneen, SNDdeN
July 1, 1943 – March 28, 2021

Sister Ann Julie Peters, SNDdeN
August 10, 1926 – April 15, 2021

As we were going to press we learned of the deaths of Sr. Ann Theresa Scianella and  
Sr. Mary McFadden. We will remember them in the next issue of Endeavor.
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JUBILARIANS FOR 2021 
Although we don’t know yet whether we will be able to have the usual Tri-Province Jubilee 

celebration, we do know who is celebrating this year!
75 YEARS

Sister Dorothy Beach, SNDdeN
Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN

Sister Agnes Rose McNally, SNDdeN
Sister Mary Adele White, SNDdeN

60 YEARS
Sister Helen Bellew, SNDdeN
Sister Rose Casey, SNDdeN 

Sister Marjorie Gallagher, SNDdeN
Sister Joyce Khoury, SNDdeN 

Sister Mary Margaret Pignone, SNDdeN
Sister Madeline ( Josie) Riebel, SNDdeN

70 YEARS
Sister Mary DiCroce, SNDdeN

Sister Barbara English, SNDdeN
Sister Catherine Shanahan, SNDdeN

Sister Barbara Worn, SNDdeN

God alternates light and shadows so 
well that we always go joyously ahead.

All  that we need is to have confidence 
and to walk wherever God guides us.

Co-Founder, Françoise Blin de Bourdon, ( L 164)


